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CASE HESTORY AND Unease (1960) — 
Names Casimir Steven David 
Address: 32 State Street, Westfield, Mass. DaTS OF BIRTH: March 8, 1909 
Graduated from prep school ( Concordia College, Conover, North Carolina) 1930 
Graduated from Seminiary ( Concrodia Seminary, St. Louis, Mo. ) 1935 ’ 
Ordained March 1, 1936 at Bethlehem Church (Home Church) Balfinore Hd, by G. Spilman, Pastor 


Installed March 8,-1936 St. John's Church, vestfield, Mass by Ed. Merkle 
August 9, 1936 at Christ Church, Mt Tom, Mass by Edvard Merkle, 
( Still serving both these perishes in the English and Polish Languages) 


Married to Mildred Martha Nennen of “ashington D.C., January 19, 1937 
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Children: (1) Monroe “teven = August 18, 1938 (Graduate-of Valparaiso U. 1960) 
Married, living in 
(2) Martha Marie = December 11, 1941 ( Sophomore at Valparaiso Ue) 
ci) Norman Francis - January Be yas 


BT rer Vato 


4) Job Casimir - January 5, 1 


= 5) Thomas Michael < March 7, 1950 

=. CONGREGATIONS SERVEDs PLACE TEAR 

a 

ae 1) Mt Clive, ( Colored) Washington, D.C. 1931 ( organized by Nev. David) 

a = 2) Bethany Salisbury, Maryland 1932-34 (Organized by Reve David) 

: 3) St. John's Vienna, Maryland 1932-34 Served as vicar. 

3 (4) Christ Washington, D.C. 1935-36 Sefved as Assistant Pastor 
fhe ($6) St Jon's Westfield, Mass 1936 - Pastor 

4 (6) Christ Mt Ton, Mass 1936 - Pastor 


Served as key-contact man for Polish refuges-work on behalf of our Polish churches within 
Synod during World Warf II, 


Z Served as contact and corresnonmient for Polish refugees after World War II, Have 
1-3 assisted more than twenty families to relocate in Westfield and Mt Tom, since World War IT, 
= OFFICES HELD IN DISTRICT AND S¥NoD, 
23 (1) Visitor of W. Mass Cireuwt 1949-1960 
is es Chairman of Connecticut-estern Massachusetts Pastoral conference 1950- 1956 
ees 3) Chairsand of Concordia Alumni Association of 5.E, District 1950— 1954 


(Co-worker: Pastor Theodore Engle, Chicago, 111.) 


(2) Compiler of Polish Spiritual Songs and Editing of samo for distribution to wir 
refugees in Lurope. 


(3) Compiler of Traditional Polish Christmas Carols, edited and distributed to Sgnod's 
Polish churches and European Polish pastors for refugee work, 


(4) Assisted in the compilation 6€ an history of Polish Luthereniem in america and mies. 
Com“orker, Pastor William’ A Borkenhagen - (limoelf a refugee pastor) Chicago, Ill, 
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LOOKING BACK AT 
THE BROOKLYN CONVENTION 


Dear Friends, 

The July issue as well as the current 
issue of our BULLETIN have brought the 
news of our convention in Brooklyn. In 
maby ways it was an unusual sort of a 
convention. There was never a dull mo- 
ment. Thanks to the good work of the 
various committees the work before the 
convention could be expedited without 
haste and without waste. 

The manuscript for the 
official report has been 
prepared by our secre- 
tary, Pastor L. Buchheimer. The report 
ought to be ready for distribution soon. 
I would urge all of our congregations to 
order an ample supply of these reports 
for distribution and study. Not only the 
report of the Board of Directors cover- 
ing the various departments of our work 
will be interesting reading, but also the 
essays which were read before the con- 
vention. Prof. HB. J. Friedrich of our St. 
Louis seminary lead a discussion on the 
topic, “The Concept of the Christian 
Church in the New Testament”. It is very 
practical and deals with many current 
issues in the Church. Pastor E. Kurth 
of Brooklyn lead a discussion on the sub- 
ject “Tithing”, naturally a very interest- 
ing topic. 

The report offers sufficient material for 
many group discussions in the meetings 
of our congregations during the coming 
winter. Let our Ladies’ Aids, our Men’s 
Clubs, the young people’s organizations, 
and whatever other groupsi there may be 
in our congregations take up this report 
and discuss the material offered. 
BUaET eorLe I have reason to be- 

lieve that the price of 
Sy eee the report will be within 
easy reach of all of our congregations. 
Since we have no official figures yet, I do 
not know what the cost of the report will 
be. However, it ought to be considerably 
less than in former years. Many of our 
congregations have not ordered a supply 
as yet. Will not the delegates to the 
convention see to it that the order isi 
placed with Mr. Kirchhoff at once? Ad- 
dress him at 1819 Broadway, New York 
City. 

A convention such as we had it in 
Brooklyn is a high spot in the life of our 
churches. We ought to make much of it 
and we can make much of it, if all of 
our delegates endeavor to carry the 
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spirit of the convention into their con- 
gregations. Too often I hear people say, 
“You had a convention in Brooklyn”, 
instead of saying “We had a convention 
in Brooklyn”, even though the speaker 
did not attend the convention. It is a 
convention of our congregations. Every 
member of our congregations ought to be 
interested in the convention, ought to 
know about the convention and take part 
in the convention. This can be done only 
insofar as the delegates to the conven- 
tion bring the convention home to their 
congregation. 

None of us will 
+ DR. ROMOSER + easily forget the en- 
thusiastic address delivered by Doctor 
Romoser at the convention. He pleaded 


for support of our Bronxville Concordia. ! 


Little did any of us realize that this 
would be the last time we were to hear 
the voice of Doctor Romoser. And yet it 
was so to be. On July 8 we had our reg- 
ular meeting of the Board of Trustees 
which Doctor Romoser attended. Early 
the next morning the news was sent out 
that Doctor Romoser had died during 
the night. Our Bronxville Concordia sut- 
fered a very great loss, indeed, and yet 
a loss which since it was inflicted by the 
Lord of the Church only seems a loss. 
Somehow or other there must be a bless- 
ing hidden away in this dispensation. 
May the memory of Doctor Romoser live 
on forever among us. 

Prof. H. J. Rippe, 5 Concordia Place, 
has been appointed a President pro tem. 
All correspondence is to be addressed to 
him until further notice. The invitation 
to nominate candidates for the vacancy 
created by the death of Doctor Romoser 
will be issued immediately in the official 
papers of Synod. May I plead with our 
congregations that they make use of their 
privilege and send in nominations, 
bearing in mind the peculiar preblems 
confronting our Bronxville Concordia at 
this time. 

ARTHUR BRUNN. 


THE REV. G. A. ROMOSER, D. D. 
President, Concordia Institute, 1918-1936 

Geo. A. Romoser was laid to rest in 
Woodlawn Cemetery, New York City, 
Saturday, July 11, 1936, the Rev. Wm. 
Koepchen officiating at the interment. 

Schoenfeld Gymnasium had last seen 
him on Commencement night, as he with 
the ready smile announced certificates, 
Regents’ statements, prizes, and made a 


fervent plea for September students, par- 
ticularly, to reach the required FIFTY 
for the Junior College group. Now the 
audience heard the altar service of the 
Rev. Wm. J. Wiltenburg and the sad, but 
controlled condolence of President Arth. 
Brunn, D. D., in brief, but pithy words. 
Very many former Concordia students, 
some in the ministry, some not, paid their 
final respects to the man for eighteen 
years at the helm. Of course, a fitting 
memorial service is planned for one of 
the first Sundays in the new school year. 

Two days before in the early morning 
hours he had breathed his last, whisper- 
ing to the companion of his many years 
of happy wedded life: “Our Father, who 
art in Heaven”, the words appearing with 
an effort and frequent repetitions, a final 
confession of the faith, in which he lived 
and died. 

On Wednesday he had been active at 
his last meeting with Board of Trustees, 
had left them at six; supper with the 
family, conversation cheerful, at nine to 
bed, with but little indication that God’s 
call was that night to come for a faith- 
ful servant to final rest. 

On the program for the obsequies Pas- 
tor Wiltenburg recorded the outstanding 
data of the life of the departed under the 
heading— 
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Atlantic Bulletin 


The official organ of the Atlantic District 
of the Ev. Luth, Synod of Missouri, Ohio and 
other States, is published monthly in separate 
English and German editions. 

Editor: Pastor Karl Kretzmann, 66 Ridge 
St., Orange, N. J. 

Business Manager: A. H. W. Kirchhoff, 
1819 Broadway, New York, N. Y. 

Terms of Subscription: 1 copy at 50c; 25 
copies, at $6.00; 50, at $10.00; 100, at $18.00; 
200, at $34.00, a year, payable in advance. 
New subscriptions may begin at any time. 

Contributions should be in the hands of the 
editor not later than the TWENTIETH DAY 
of oo preceding month, 

Address all business matters to Mr. Kirch- 
hoff; all other correspondence, parish papers, 
oeeeanece and publications for review to the 
editor. * 

Printed by the Erie Printing Co., Mercan- 
tile Bldg., 14th and State Sts., Erie, Pa. 


Entered as second-class matter at the Post 
Office at Erie, Pa. 


“Record of a full life: 

1870—George August Romoser born 
cember 14, Baltimore, Md. 

1892—Graduated from Concordia Seminary, 
St. Louis, Missouri, and ordained to the 
ministry of the Lutheran Church. 

1892-18993—Professor at Concordia College, 
Conover, N. C. 

1893—Married Miss Amelia K. Kolling, St. 
Louis, Mo. 

18993—Pastor of St. 
troit, Mich. 

1900-1911—-President of Concordia College, 
Conover, N. C. 

1900-1914—Editor of “Lutheran Witness”, 
official English organ of the Missouri Synod. 

1911-1915—Pastor of Grace Parish, Cleve- 
land, Ohio. 

1912-1915—Vice-President of the English 
District. 

1915-1918—Professor of Greek and Science 
at Concordia Institute, Bronxville, N. Y. 

1819-1936—President of Concordia Institute. 

1930—Received “Docter of Divinity” 
from Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Mo. 

1936, July 9—Died. Age 65 years, 6 months, 
25 days. Ministry, 44 years. Concordia Pres- 
ident, 18 years. 

Survivors—Wife, Amelia Romoser; brother, 
Joseph; six sons, Carl, Albert, George, Paul, 
Norman, Harold; eight grandchildren. 

Outstanding achievements as President of 
Concordia Institute—Erection of Sieker Hall 
and Schoenfeld Memorial Gymnasium. Ac- 
ereditation of Concordia as a Junior College 
of New York State. 

A Divine Promise—“‘They that be teachers 
shall shine as the brightness of the firma- 


De- 


Andrew's Parish, De- 


ment: and they that turn many to right- 
eousness as the stars forever and ever.” 
Dan. 12, 3. EE St. 


NEWS AND NOTES 


Lutheran Hospital, Brooklyn.—A pleasant 
party was enjoyed by the members of the 
Baby Guild on the afternoon of May 28, at 
the Hospital. This party is sponsored an- 
nually by the Helping Hand Society No. 3. 
The Guild is composed of babies born in our 
Hospital. Motion pictures were taken of the 
guests gathered around the Maypole on the 
lawn, speeches were given for the benefit of 
the mothers and everybody seemed satisfied 
with the refreshments and souvenirs. O.J.B. 

Pastor Geo. C. Koenig felt himself com- 
pelled. on the advice of his physician, to de- 
cline the call as a missionary to Nigeria, 
Africa. 

Dr. H. Koch, formerly of Berlin, whose 
home is in Wisconsin, has been elected to 
the chair vacated by Prof. Proehl at Bronx- 
ville. He will be installed on Sept. 15. 

At the Bethlehem Orphan Home festival 
on June 28 the sermons were preached by 
Pastor Henry Koepchen (English) and Pas- 
tor A. R. Kleps (German). 

A memorial service was conducted by Pas- 
tor A. W. Trinklein and more than one hun- 
dred members of Messiah Church of New 
York at the grave of the sainted Pastor F. 
P. Wilhelm, in Mount Hope Cemetery in 
Hastings on June 21. “The memory of the 
just is blessed.’’ 

St. Paul’s Church at Paterson, N. J., was 
recently presented with the green altar vest- 
ments for the Trinity season through the 
kindness of Mr. Carl Mebus. The needle- 
work was done by Mrs. A. G. Dick. 

The Church of Our Savior, Bronx, N. Y. 
City, was enrolled as a subscriber to the AT- 
LANTIC BULLETIN. 

Zion Church of Westwood, N. J., on June 
21 celebrated the tenth anniversary of the 
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dedication of its church building. Paul Gass- 
mann, the son of the local pastor, was the 
guest speaker. 

Convention days were indeed a busy spell, 
nevertheless time was found to greet and 
enroll Trinity of West Hatfield, Mass., as a 
new subscriber to the Atlantic Bulletin. A 
hearty welcome is herewith extended to 
these members! 


Now that the convention is past and we 
have again returned to our regular routine, 
it will undoubtedly interest our readers to 
learn how the manager fared with securing 
orders for the Convention Issues of the Bul- 
letin. Well, the news is too good to be 
kept under one’s own hat, for the 33 orders 
received netted him 2150 copies. That surely 
shows a fine spirit of co-operation which will 
revert to the benetit of the district. We must 
realize that the important convention mat- 
ters will now reach just so many more 
homes of our members. With the regular 
issue the July and August issues’ will be 
carried into at least 11,000 homes. It is 
especially gratifying that about 700 copies 
will be placed into the hands of members 
belonging to non-subscribing churches, While 
in a reflective mood, let us realize how much 
better it would be if all our churches month- 
ly received and read the Bulletin. We must 
remember that our official paper can serve 
its purpose fully only when it reaches our 
entire membership. Let us hope that the 
present experiment furnished an impetus to 
attain a more general circulation of the At- 
lantic Bulletin. ACHES Wrenths 


Prof. Paul Woy of our Bronxville, Ccn- 
cordia has received the call to Immanuel 
Church, Mount Vernon, N. Y.. as the suc- 
cessor of the sainted Pastor Christian F, 
Sommer. 

Our brethren in London, England, cele- 
brated their annual mission festival on May 
10. Evidently these valiant members are 
very enthusiastic about “Our Father’s busi- 
ness’’, for the little band raised a collection 
of £34, the American equivalent being 
$168.40. One-half of this has been desig- 
nated for our China Mission while the other 
half is to support our new African Mission. 
In addition to this they also raised £16, ap- 
proximately $80 in American money, for 
the German Free Church, Aree Wicalss 


FIFTY YEARS IN THE SERVICE OF THE 
CHRISTIAN DAY SCHOOL 


In June of this year Mr. L. Luecke round- 
ed out fifty years of continuous and faithful 
service to St. Paul’s School of Paterson, N. 
J. This unique fact was fittingly celebrated 
by a grateful congregation in a service which 
was held in connection with the graduation 
exercises of the school on June 18. Dr. Ar- 
thur Brunn preached the sermon from John 
21, 15: “Feed My lambs’’. On June 26 a ban- 
quet was held attended by hundreds of peo- 
ple, most of them former pupils of Mr. 
Luecke, in which Pastor Wm. Koepchen of 
New York made the chief address. The su- 
perintendent of the Paterson public schools 
also spoke. Mr. Hennig acted as toastmas- 
ter. Mr. Luecke was presented with a sub- 
stantial purse in appreciation of his services. 


PASTOR HENRY A. E. SCHAEFER 


was born in Baltimore, Md., May 12, 1856, 
the son of J. Henry Schaefer and Katherine, - 
nee Hilgaertner. He was baptized in St. 
Paul's Church, and attended the parochial 
school of that church. After his confirmation 
by the Rev. Hugo Hauser on Palm Sunday, 
1869, he entered Concordia College, Ft. 
Wayne, in the fall of the same year, gradua- 
ting from that institution in 1875. In 1878, 
he was graduated from Concordia Seminary, 
St. Louis, receiving a call to Marquette, 
Mich., and vicinity where he was ordained 
and installed on September 1, 1878, by the 
sainted Rev. J. J. Walker. He then served 
in succession congregations at Renault, Ills., 
Rinckelville, Tilsit and Lone Elm, Mo. In 
1910, he accepted a call to St. Paul’s Church, 
Providence, R. I. Here he was privileged 
to celebrate his 50th anniversary in 1928. In 
1930 he retired from the active ministry 
after an uninterrupted service of 52 years. 
His declining years were spent by him and 
his faithful wife in the homes of his children. 
At the home of his son in Providence he fell 
asleep on May 19 at an age of 80 years and 
7 days. Though retired, he still preached 
frequently up to a short time before his 
death. — On May 26, 1881, Pastor Schaefer 
was united in marriage with Miss Martha 
Erck at Holy Cross Church, St. Louis, who 
was taken from his side last September af- 
ter a happy married life of 54 years. To this 
union were born seven children, three sons 
and four daughters. Among the latter are 
Meta, the wife of the Rev. F. T. Schroeder of 
Brooklyn, Lydia, the wife of the Rev. Her- 
man Mohr of Schenectady, and Edna, the 
wife of Mr. Herbert Bruening, principal of 
St. Matthew's School, New York. All of his 
children, together with fifteen grandchildren 
and two great-grandchildren, survive him. 
At the funeral service in St. Paul’s Church, 
Providence, President Arthur Brunn, D. D., 
preached in English on Matt. 14,12, and 
Pastor Paul Loeber of Boston in German on 
2 Tim. 1,12. Pastor H. Bbelke of St. Paul’s 
Church, Providence, officiated at the home 
and at the grave. He is resting by the side 
of his faithful wife awaiting with her the 
summons of the glorious resurrection morn. 
“Blessed are the dead which die in the 
Lord from henceforth.” 


Westfield, N. J. — Redeemer Church, one 
of the Atlantic District’s mission churches, 
has again been compelled to seek another 
temporary place of worship in the commun- 
ity. For three years the mission had been 
housed in a spacious corner store in which 
a very churchly chapel had been arranged 
by the praiseworthy efforts of several of the 
members. With the increase in commercial 
rentals in the vicinity the congregation la- 
bored under a noticeable anxiety for its place 
of worship. As expected, notice to vacate 
was received in May. Immediate steps were 
taken, under the supervision of Pastor Hen- 
ze, the Executive Secretary of the Atlantic 
District. to relocate the mission. On June 
14 the first service was held in the Y.M.C.A., 
a chapel having been arranged in the ban- 
quet hall of the building. The Walther 
League roadside sign marks the entrance 
used by the church. This is the mission’s fifth 
temporary place of worship in Westfield. [t is 
encouraging to note that the average church 
attendance of 90, consistently maintained 
for the first six months of 1936, has contin- 
ued in the new place of worship. W.A.R. 
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+PASTOR CHRISTIAN F, SOMMER? 


Pastor Christian F. Sommer was called 
home by the Lord on June 3, after a short 
illness. He was 84 years old when death 
claimed him. For 62 years he served the 
Lord in the Lutheran ministry. On June 6 
his mortal remains were laid to rest in 
Woodlawn Cemetery, New York City. The 
undersigned officiated at the house and at 
the grave. In the church Pastor A. F’.. Von 
Schlichten of Yonkers, N. Y., preached the 
German and Prof. H. Stein, Ph. D., of Bronx- 
ville, N. Y., the English sermon. Pastor 
Sommer was born April 12, 1852, in Bitten- 
feld, Wurttemberg, Germany. Early in life 
he resolved to serve the Lord as missionary 
in India or Africa, but poor health forced 
him to abandon his first ambition. Instead 
the Lord directed his attention to America 
where at that time there was a dearth of 
preachers in the Lutheran Church. He ob- 
tained his education for the ministry in the 
seminary at Basle, Switzerland. In 1873 
he came to America and was ordained a 
minister of the Lutheran. Church Nov. 11; 
1874, at St. Peter’s Lutheran Church of New 
York City, by Dr. A. Krotel, then president 
of the New York Ministerium. His first con- 
gregation was at Hicksville, L. I., now served 
by Pastor Wm. Rusch. Here he labored 
during 1875-1876. He was then called to 
Liverpool, N. Y., where he had charge of the 
Lutheran congregation for two years. In 
1878 he came to Mt, Vernon, N. Y., where he 
was pastor first of St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church, now a member of the U. L. C. He 
served this congregation nineteen years. The 
organization of Immanuel Lutheran Church, 
which the deceased served faithfully for 
thirty-nine years until the Lord called him 
to his eternal rest, took place in February, 
1897. Two years ago his devoted wife Bliza- 
beth nee Krantz preceded him in death. He 
is survived by one daughter and five sons. 
His long service in the vineyard of the Lord 
was marked by true humility, faithfulness, 
and piety.—‘'They that turn many to right- 
eousness shall shine as the stars forever and 
ever.”” Dan. 12,3. E Paul Woy. 


+MISS CATHERINE EMILIE SEEBECK+ 


“The memory of the just is blessed,’’ Prov. 
10,7. No doubt many appropriate Scripture 
texts can be found to express the thoughts 
‘and feelings that possess us as we reflect on 
the passing of Emilie Seebeck. That the 
Scripture word chosen is eminently apt all 
will agree. Her unselfish life, written in la- 
‘bors of love, will abide fresh and fragrant in 
the memories of many. The precise amount 
of blessing achieved through her devoted 
labors in the Kingdom of Christ will be fully 
‘revealed only in heaven. Mentally well equip- 
ped, endowed with admirable determination, 
cand, in spite of her none too robust health, 
-capacitated for unusually trying work, she 
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devoted herself whole-heartedly and enthu- 
siastically to laboring in the Lord’s Vine- 
yard. For more than fifty years she served 
faithfully, energetically, and beneficiently St. 
Matthew's Parish School. Firmly convinced 
that the only Hope and Help for sinful man- 
kind is our blessed and adorable Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, she constantly strove 
to bring the word of Christ to bear upon 
human character, in order that the Lord 
Jesus might be glorified. Nor, as we all 
know, did she labor in vain. The Lord, 
Whom she served so well, put His rich bless- 
ing upon her consecrated efforts and many 
today bless the memory of this faithful and 
untiring teacher of true righteousness. Nor 
dare we omit to mention that she taught 
not only by word, but also by deed. She 
lived her creed and in charity, humility, and 
unselfishness demonstrated that the profes- 
sion of her lips was the faith of her heart. 
Thus, while we sincerely mourn her passing, 
we at the same time comfort our grief with 
the sweet assurance that the Lord, Whom 
she accepted in genuine faith and Whom 
she served with singular loyalty, has ful- 
filled upon her His gracious promise, ‘‘Where 
I am, there shall also My servant be.”’ 


Catherine Emilie Seebeck was born Sep- 
tember 18, 1859, at New York City, of John 
Diedrich Seebeck, a native of Schiffsdorf, 
Hannover, and Dorothea Helena Steers, of 
New York City. She entered into rest May 
26, 1936. Funeral services were held at church 
Thursday evening, at eight o’clock. She was 
laid to rest at Lutheran Cemetery, Friday, 
May 29.—She is_survived by two sisters, 
Mrs. Dorothea Fajen of Cleveland, Ohio, 
Mrs. Theresa Francke of Schenectady, New 
York and one brother, Wm. Seebeck, of 
Ridgewood, New Jersey.—Text of funeral ad- 
dress, John 12,26.—‘‘St. Matthew Messenger.” 


The University of the State of New York 
Education Department 
Provisional Charter of 


CONCORDIA COLLEGIATE INSTITUTE 


THIS INSTRUMENT WITNESSETH That 
the Board of Regents for and on behalf of 
the Education Department of the State of 
New York has granted this provisional char- 
ter incorporating Rey. Arthur F. Brunn, 
Frederick W. Overbeck, Henry F’. Holtorf, 
James L. Kemp and Rev. Daniel M. Kleist 
and their associates and successors as an 
educational institution to establish, main- 
tain and conduct a junior college and pre- 
paratory school; to afford classical, technical 
and religious instruction to students who 
desire to prepare themselves for the ministry 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Mis- 
souri, Ohio and Other States; and also to 
afford suitable educational advantages for 
students whose parents or friends are identi- 
fied or in sympathy with the religious teach- 
ings of the Lutheran Church, under the cor- 
porate name of Concordia Collegiate Insti- 
tute, to be located in the Village of Bronx- 
ville, County of Westchester and State of 
New York, with five trustees to be at first 
the persons named as incorporators, who 
shall hold for a term of three years, and 
whose successors shall be appointed or elect- 
ed every third year by the Evangelical Lu- 
theran Synod of Missouri, Ohio and Other 
States, provided, however, that said Synod 
or its Board of Directors shall have the 
power to remove any one or more trustees at 
any time for misdemeanor or neglect of dutv, 
or for other good reason by said Synod 
deemed sufficient, and to fill any vacancies in 
the office of trustee; and this provisional 
charter will be replaced by an absolute 
charter if within five years the corporation 
shall acquire resources and equipment avail- 
able for its use and support and sufficient 
and suitable for its chartered purposes in 
the judgment of the Regents of the Univer- 
sity, and be maintaining an institution of 
educational usefulness and character satis- 
factory to them. 

GRANTED April 17, 1936, by the Board of 
Regents for and on behalf of the State Edu- 
cation Department executed under the seal 
of said Department recorded therein. 

Number 4336. 

Frank P. Graves, President of the Uni- 
versity and Commissioner of Education. 
James Byrne, Chancellor 


An unusually large commencement audience 
filled the Schoenfeld Gymnasium on Friday 
evening, June 19th. Faculty, board of trus- 
tees, graduates and students entered the 
gymnasium in academic procession. The 
principal address was delivered by the Rev. 
H. C. Wolk. The following were graduated 
from the high school department: Frank 
Bauer, Otto Froempter, Oscar Hagstrom, 
Walter Hanser, Willard Holsten, Gunnar 
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Johnson, Walter Kipp, Norman Kretzmann, 
Robert Loos, George Love, Henry Ress- 
meyer, Howard Rowsell, William Tietjen 
(salutatorian), Cyril Wismar. 

The graduates from the collegiate depart- 
ment were: George Bornemann, Einar Chris- 
tiansen, Walter Buler, Alfred Gerni (vale- 
dictorian), George Gregor, Robert Haupt, 
Frederick Holz, Paul Kavasch, John Kucha- 
rik, Walter Martin, William Mohlenhoff, 
Erik Peyser, Ernest Priebe, Alfred Richert, 
Edward Stammel, William Stieve, Arthur 
Weber, Paul Weidenschilling, Henry Wolk. 

Numerous awards were also made for ex- 
ceptional scholarship, 

Concordia Collegiate Institute, Bronxville, 
N. Y., opens its new school-year September 
15, 3 P.M., at which time the opening ser- 
vice will be held in the Schoenfeld Gymna- 
sium. All boys who have completed the 
eighth grade of the elementary school are 
eligible for entrance. Our pre-theological 
course preparing young men for the semi- 
nary in St. Louis is well known. Special at- 
tention is directed to the high school cours- 
es and collegiate courses for students who 
do not intend to enter the ministry. The 
Bronxville Concordia is one of the very 
few educational institutions that have re- 
ceived a charter as a junior college in the 
State of New York. Not only are the high 
school courses fully accredited but gradu- 
ates of any high school may secure the first 
two years of their pre-professional colle- 
giate training in Bronxville for such voca- 
tions as law, medicine, engineering and jour- 
nalism. The work done at Concordia will 
be accepted by other colleges as fulfilling 
the requirements of the first two years in 
college. The cost is very moderate. For 
further information apply to 

H. J. Rippe, Acting President, 
5 Concordia Place, Bronxville, N.Y. 

In connection with the opening of the new 
school year of our Bronxville Concordia on 
Tuesday, September 15, at 3 p.m., the in- 
stallation of Rev. H. Koch, Ph. D., newly 
called professor for the chair of Latin and 
Greek in the High School Department, will 
take place in the Schoenfeld Gymnasium. 

a. 


+ MRS. JUSTINE S. BUNKE + 


In the early morning of June 15, at the 
University Heights Hospital, Manhattan, 
there entered into rest an old and esteemed 
member of our Lutheran church, Mrs. Jus- 
tine Schnitker Bunke. Mrs. Bunke reached 
the age of eighty years. 

On Friday, June 19, funeral services were 
held in Concordia Church, Bronx. The Rev. 
John Albohm, pastor of Concordia, officiated, 
His words of comfort as well as exhortation 
were based upon Matthew 25, 23; ‘Well 
done, good and faithful servant’. Her mor- 
tal body was laid at rest on Saturday, June 
ae in her mausoleum in Woodlawn Ceme- 
ery. 

Mrs, Bunke was well known in our circles. 
Previous to becoming a member of Concor- 
dia church, she was for many years a mem- 
ber of St. John’s Church at East 119th Street, 
Manhattan, 

In the large gathering attending the funer- 
al services were representatives of our var- 
ious institutions of which she had been a 
benefactress for many years. 

Mrs. Bunke had been blessed with large 
material wealth which she gladly distributed 
to our institutions of mercy and learning. 
Rich gifts were especially given to our Beth- 
lehem Orphan and Half-Orphan Asylum at 
Ft. Wadsworth, S. I, and the Wartburg 
nome for the Aged and Infirm, Brooklyn, 

In her later years Mrs. Bunke suffered 


much illness. At one time she was bereft 
of her sight. Blindness set in. When she 
recovered her sight she gave a thank of- 


fering to the Lord in the form of a check 
for one thousand dollars which was sent to 
an institution for the blind. 

Our institutions will miss her willing co- 
operation in their maintenance. 

May the good Lord comfort her relatives 
and many friends with the comfort with 
which we are comforted of God. 

May her charitable deeds encourage others 
to follow her example and courage and glad- 
ly share the gifts of wealth with which the 
Lord has endowed them. May we all be 
willing to do whatsoever we can for the 
poor and needy, for our institutions of edu- 
eation, for Christ and His church, 

What a blessed greeting some day for us 
to hear the Master say: ‘‘Well done, thou 
faithful servant!”’ Ty: 
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“THE SOUL OF EDUCATION IS THE 
EDUCATION OF THE SOUL,” 


° 
PARENTS, 
SEND YOUR CHILDREN PROMPTLY 
AND FAITHFULLY 


to 
Sunday School 
Saturday School 
Weekday Classes 
Confirmation Instruction 
and 
if possible to one of the following 
FULL-TIME 
LUTHERAN PARISH SCHOOLS 
a 
IN CONNECTICUT: 
Meriden, St. John, Liberty and Nor- 
wood Sts. 
Danbury, Immanuel, Forster St. 
Bristol, Immanuel, 158 Meadow St. 
New Britain, St. Matthew, Franklin Sq. 
Bridgeport, Zion, Grand and Cath- 
erine Sts. 

IN NEW JERSEY: 
Paterson, St. Paul, 47 Smith St. 
Garfie!d, Trinity, Summit Ave. 

IN NEW YORK: 

Bronx, St. Stephen, 999 Union Ave. 
Manhattan, St. Matthew, 471 W. 145th St. 
Kingston, Immanuel, 22 Livingston St. 


AIM: 

1. To teach children the way to salvation. 

2. To teach Christian virtues. 

3. To train children in godly living, so that 
everything in life is controlled and directea 
by the Gospel; that they truly seek and do 
the Lord’s will in all conditions of life; that 
they “‘live, move, and have their being in the 
Lord’; that they really be Christians. 

4. To keep Christian children in Christian 
environment; to confirm their confidence and 
rivet their interest in the Lutheran Church 
and the kingdom of God, to teach, educate, 
rear, bring up worthy and loyal Lutherans. 
“Train up a child in the way he should go. 
and when he is old, he will not depart from 
it.” Prov. 22,6. 

5. To equip our children for service as in- 
telligent, useful, desirable, God-fearing citi- 
zens of the country or State in which they 
are living. Paui T. Buszin. 


NEWS AND NOTES. 


New Britain, Conn.—The Mission Circle of 
St. Matthews Church recently sent in $100 
to the treasurer of the District for the Chinese 
Mission in Chinatown, New York City. The 
contribution is worthy of note because it is 
the first large special gift received for this 
work among the Chinese people. The Mis- 
sion Circle composed of a small group of 
ladies was organized in 1918 and has de- 
voted itself to the study of missions and 
has given its income of nearly $2000 derived 
from collections and the sale of handiwork 
to the cause of missions. The ladies are to 
be commended for their energy te eS 


tion. 
Lutheran Union. The Committee on Re- 
lations between the American Lutheran 


Church and the Missouri Synod held its sec- 
ond meeting in Wartburg Seminary, Du- 
buque, Iowa, May 26 and 27. The following 
members were present: For the American 
Lutheran Church: Dr. C. C. Hein, Dr. J. M. 
Reu, Dr. P. H Buehring, President J. Leh- 
mann, President K. Hoessel, Pastor A. G. 
Bergener; for the Missouri Synod: Dr. Th. 
Engelder, Dr. Wm. A. Arndt, Pastor Karl 
Kretzmann, Pastor F. H. Brunn. A paper 
on “Unionism” was presented by Pastor F. 
H. Brunn and discussed by the Committee. 


The discussion of the doctrine of inspira- 
tion was concluded. The meetings will be 
continued. P. EB. 


Adirondacks Mission. 

Received from F. Behrens, Miss Elsie Suc- 
cop, and Miss Laura Gilbert, Periodicals; 
St. John’s Y. P. S., Port Richmond, $5; Mrs. 
L. Euler, $10; Mr. and Mrs. A. Schmidt, $5; 
“Friend of Missions” $2; Rev. K. E. Blake, 
$2; Mr. A. Russow, Jr. $10. 

Many thanks and God bless you! 

Otto Sieker, Missionary, 47 Baker St., 
Saranac Lake, N. Y. 


CONVENTION SIDELIGHTS 


It was a Pentecostal meeting: There was 
Missionary Friedmann, our emissary to the 
Jews for more than a generation; Pastor 
Klemmer, whose parish among the Finnish 
and Estonian people once extended from 
Boston to Arizona; Pastor Geo. Pankuch, 
who probably has more preaching stations 
among the Slovaks than any other pastor, 
and Pastor M. M. Havlir, his colleague; Jo- 
seph Haviland, who ministers to the Span- 
iards in Harlem, New York City; Pastor 
Wm. O. Hill, who has just rounded out 
twenty-five years of service to the colored 
folks in the metropolitan area; Pastor J. 
Graudin of the old Lettish church in Bos- 
ton; Pastors A. Bongarzone, <A. Messina, 
and P. Maida, our missionaries to the sons 
of sunny Italy; arrose cue rauircrasaeals? who 
recently took over e trifin olish- 
German-English Westfield charge vacated 
by the death of Pastor Tews; there were the 
representatives of India missionary group, 
the Rev. and Mrs. Earl C. Miller who ap- 
peared before the convention in the native 
Indian garb; and, last but not least, our 
genial District secretary, Pastor (Dr.) Buch- 
heimer, who is ministering to the Chinese 
in lower Manhattan. Truly, a cosmopolitan 
gathering in a metropolitan setting. 

With our friend Herbert Bruening at the 
great organ of St. Mark’s it was a foregone 
conclusion that there would be no hitch in 
the liturgical part of the services. 

Not one of the Delegates got indigestion 
from eating his meals too hastily. ‘“Lang- 
Sam und deutlich” was the motto, and it 
was a good one. 

Slips that pass through the lips: ““We would 
have been very, very glad to see Pastor 
Lindemann go to Africa’... It seems that 
the height of enthusiasm struck bottom 
when a committee spoke of ‘the highest 
peak of the depression.” 

It is well that some pastors were drafted 
into the service of the District who had 
hitherto occupied a back seat. New blood, 
new ideas, new enthusiasm. And congre- 
gations should be glad to let their pastors 
serve the larger cause. In fact, they owe 
it to the Synod who gave them their pastor. 
And their pastor will work with all the more 
efficiency in his own congregation on ac- 
eount of the stimulus received by his con- 
tact with the larger work. 

The large number of votes cast for the 
former officers of the District was a vote of 
confidence in their policy and work. Not 
one required a second ballot to have a ma- 
jority. 

How many remembered the first District 
eonvention held in St. Mark’s way back in 
1901? It was the meeting of the Old East- 
ern District at which Pastor Biewend read 
his paper on ‘“‘The End of the World’. The 
picture in “The Atlantic District and Its 
Antecedents” on page 46 shows Dr, H. H. 
Walker in the chair, Pastor Biewend on the 
left and Pastor F. Brand on the right 
(Secretary). 

It seems that the change of convention 
time from June to October has this in its 
favor that the meeting is held at the be- 
ginning of the working season of the 
church. Resolutions can be put into action 


immediately, while heretofore the interven- 
ing summer months often dampened the en- 
thusiasm created by the meeting. 


TREASURER’S REPORT as of July 15, 1936 


Cash Account: 
Balance on hand, June 15, 1936___$ 5,547.30 
Total June receipts__________ ~ 12,883.06 


Available for the month__ 
Total June disbursements________ 14,195.24 


Balance on hand, July 15, 1936-_$ 4,235.12 
Synodical Treasury: RE 
SYNOD—Received and disbursed_$ 3,675.58 
DISTRICT—Deficit, June 15, 1936 $ 1,261.09 


June disbursements _____..-- 598.46 
: $ 1,859.55 
Jans! receipts 22 <5 ee 378.75 
Deficit, July 15, 1936.2... ____ > $ 1,480.80 
Home Mission Fund: 
Deficit, June 15, 1986____=___—____ $ 2,436.30 
June disbursements _____-____ $ 2,934.72 
: $ 5,371.02 
MUNG” TEC nin, 2! 2 here a 3,062.03 
Deticit, July 1b; 1986. Saat $_ 2,308.99 
Foreign-Tongue Missions: 
Deficit, June ~ 15, 19362~ 2 = $ 


June disbursements 


June receipts __________ 
Deficit, July 15, 1936 


Church Extension Fund: 
Balance on hand, June 15, 1936___$ 6,158.55 


June Jreesiptss sk asa See 2,309.46 
8,468.01 
June disbursements ____ : 3,090.55 


Student Support: 


Balance on hand, June 15, 1936__$ 823.39 
Junsereceipts pas sere ee 150.09 
Balance on hand, July 15, 1936__$ 973.48 


Christian Education: ‘ 
Balance on hand, June 15, 1936__$ 1,256.49 


June. receipts, = = ee 239.21 
1,495.70 
JUNG SUbSidies sass == Sees : 266.66 


Balance on hand, July 15, 1936__ $ 1,229.04 
Bronxville, Concordia: 

Received and disbursed 
Institutions and Sundries: 


197.25. 


Balance on hand, June 15, 1936_$ 295.29 
June: receipts? 2-2 as 1,230.62 

, $ 1,525.91 
June disbursements _--_ 1,209.41 
Balance on hand, July 15, 1936____$ 316.50 


Other Accounts: 
Balance on hand, June 15, 1936__$1,123.76 


JUNe-LeCeip tsa. eee oe ee 550.91 
1,674.67 
June disbursements __________ | : 1163.45 


H. F. HOLTORF, Treas., 


Atlantic District. 
New York, N. Y., July 15, 1936 


STANDING OF THE BUDGET TREASURIES—July 15, 1936 


Synod: 
All Budget Treasuries 


District: 
District Treasury 
Bronxville, Concordia — z 
Church Extension _ 
Home Missions _ 
Student Support —— 
Christian Education _ 
Totals 
Recapitulation: 
pynedicals Treasuries 2. = 32 aes 
District Treasuries _ 


Totals 


Percentages 
*Includes $1,662.69 received a/c 1935 and 


New York, N. Y., July 15, 1936. 


Budget Receipts 7/15/36 To be raised 
$ 82,192.73 $24,233.97* $57,958.76 
3 8,000.00 $ 2,259.42 $ 5,740.58 

4,000.00 1,128.10 2,871.90 

5,000.00 1,440.39 3,559.61 

20,000.00 6,013.61 13,986.39 

1,700.00 650.37 1,049.63 

5,500.00 1,470.75 4,029.25 
$ 44,200.00 $12,962.c4* $31,237.36 
$ 82,192.73 $24,233.97* $57,958.76 

44,200.00 12,962.64* 31,237.36 
$126,392.73 $37,196.61* $89,196.12 

100.00% 29.43% 70.57% 


prior, and $96.77 for the Open Bible Offering. 


H. F. HOLTORF, 
Treasurer Atlantic District. 


LANTIC DISTRICT OF THE BVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD OF MISSOURI, OHIO, AND OTHER STATES, comprises. 
Now Eeeiend. New phony and the eastern part of New York. Officers: President, the Rev. Arthur Brunn, D. D., 45 Hale Ave., Brooklyn; 
First Vice-President, the Rev. Geo. Koenig, 1986 Crotona Ave., New York; Second Vice-President, the Rev. H. D. Wehmeyer, 616 Grand St., 
Bridgeport, Conn.; Secretary, the Rev. L. T. Buchheimer, 2924 Valentine Ave., New York, N. Y.; Treasurer Mr. H. F. Holtorf, Room 812, 1819 


Broadway, New York. Visitors: Albany—The Rev. Karl Schleede; Boston—The Rev. R. B. Steup; Connecticut I—The Rev. BE. 


P. Merkel;: 


ut Il—The Rey. B. W. Janssen; Manhattan—The Rev. A. F. Von Schlichten; Brooklyn—The Rev. A. F. Bobzin; Queens—The Rev. 
Beet indemann: Long Island—The Rev. Wm. Rusch; Hudson (N. J.)—The Rey. J. F Boehling; Newark—The Rev. F. W. Weidmann. 
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The service was conducted by Pastor Dd- te cela nae alata aaeriareces raceme 
ward P. Merkel, Visitor of the North- 


Connecticut Circuit. Pastor John Kav-. 

Peoancu Wie ennnOse Cot i =. = 

‘10. Pastor A. Jarus of Chicago spoke 

briefly in Polish. Interment took place 

in Pine Hill Cemetery. ih 2. ee ae he ete as ee en 
“The law of truth was in his mouth, 

and iniquity was not found in his lips; 

he walked with me in peace and equity, 

and did turn many away from iniquity.” 

Mal. 2, 6—M. L. S. 


/ 
eee Pastor Reinhold Tews 


Again a pastor of our Atlantic District 
has been called by God to his eternal 


rest. On February 4, Pastor Reinhold 


ERAT EAE eee ee ee a i See 
parted this life after a lingering illness. 
Of German parentage, he was born in 
Hussia, December 8, 1896_ At the age of j——# ———_—__— 
sixteen years he came to this country, 
cherishing the hope that he might realize 
his wish of becoming a minister of the 
Gospel. Having earned sufficient funds 
by hard labor, he entered our Seminary 
at Springfield, from which he graduated 
in 1923. On February 3, 1924, he was 
ordained and installed as pastor of St. 
John’s Church, Westfield, Massachusetts. 
Endowed by God with splendid gifts, he 
faithfully served this congregation for 
almost twelve years and Christ Church, 
Mt. Tom, for about five years. Besides a 
‘ knowledge of the Russian and German 
languages, acquired in childhood, he at- 
tained in a surprisingly short time a 
mastery of Polish and English. In the 
three last-named languages he pro- 
claimed the Gospel of Christ Crucified to 
his parishioners. 

During his pastorate he was forced 
several times by illness to discontinue 
his work temporarily. Last November in- 
creasing physical weakness compelled 
him to tender his resignation to both 
congregations, and after a quarter year 
of intense suffering, which he endured in 
patient submission to God’s will, he was 
lifted by the angels of God from his bed 
of anguish and pain into that blissful 
estate where “God shall wipe away ail 
tears from their eyes; and there shall 
be no more death, neither sorrow, nor 
crying, neither shall there be any more 
Pain; for the former things are passed 
away.” Rey. 21, 4. Pastor Tews is sur- 


_vived by a sorrowing father and two ne 


- sisters, all of whom reside in Poland. 
The funeral service was held Febru- 
_ary $ at St. John’s Church, Westfield. 
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woodwork was re-varnished; an addi- 
tion to the beauty of the chancel was 
made in the altar rail and lectern, 
together with the green carpeting 
which was made possible through the 
assistance of the Ladies’ Aid Society. 
A new lighting system throughout the 
church was installed. This entire proj- 
ect was completed and fittingly dedi- 
cated on January 21, 1940. The entire 
cost after completion totaled $1,100.00. 


Of special joy to the congregation is 
the knowledge that by the rich blessing 
of God it has realized the completion 
of its 40th Anniversary effort, namely, 
the entire reduction of a standing 
$1,350.00 church debt. We as of August 

ity, Canes. iDeate! 3, 1941, for the first time in the history 

of St. John’s find no mortgage on the 

church property and no debt weighing down our efforts for the Kingdom 

of God! No small part of the credit must be given to the faithful efforts 

of the Church Council! The members of the Council have canvassed the 

whole congregation with this end in view, namely, that the church debt 

be eliminated. The Council this year comprises the following: Albert Wilgus, 

president; John Besnia, vice-president; Edward Bizo, secretary; Stephen 

Brusco, financial secretary; Henry Krom, treasurer; Frank Lajewski, Martin 
Eidinger, and Edward Krom, trustees. 


The humble beginnings of St. John’s have grown in measure to the boun- 
tiful blessings which God has showered down upon His vineyard. In 
the year 1910 we had 310 souls, 162 communicant members and 65 vot- 
ing members. Today our number is approximately 650 souls, 405 com- 
municant members and 82 voting members. 


* * * 


Organizations 


1. THE CHOIR under the direction of Mrs. C. S$. David and assisted by 
our organist, Mrs. Frederick Turner, has made great strides in its effort to 
bring to our services the beauty of song and chant. The major part of each 
year our worship services have been enhanced by the harmony of the choir 
voices. These volunteer members devoting themselves to the task unselfishly 
are indeed a most welcome and appreciated unit in our midst! Their motto: 
“To serve the Lord with gladness!”’ 


| 


Page No. 


-—* on -- 


pats 
Okganezzcl 47? | 
2. THE LADIES’ AID SOCIETY has achieved much in its effort to serve 
the Lord of the church. Not only has it re-carpeted the church proper, but 
it also added to the beauty of God's temple by making available flowers, 
palms, and altar hangings. It has consistently supported the effort to reduce 
the church debt. Charitable institutions have at all times held its interest 
and generous support. It has sponsored the annual Mission Festival dinner 
and contributed the proceeds to missions. The society feels especially proud 
of the new set of dishes which have been purchased of recent date. 
Onr3, meg 2a Wai har “2/73 
3. THE WALTHER LEAGUE SOCIETY sire its re-organization in 1936 
has done much in its effort to unite the youth of the church. Its annual drive 
for the Wheatridge Sanatorium at Christmas time has been enthusiastically 
endorsed by the congregation. Its program of bringing cheer to the shut-ins 
is not to be overlooked. Its contribution for the maintenance of the church 
piano and other gifts to the church proper endears this society to us. It is 
especially proud of its Anniversary gift, the guest-book and guest-book shelf 
in the church vestibule. 


4. THE JUNIOR SOCIETY has maintained a high degree of service to the 
church. The tract rack and collection boxes are of its more recent contribu- 
tions. It makes part contribution for the maintenance of the church piano. 
It helps to edit the young people's paper called ‘‘The Berkshire Leaguer.”’ 
Its social and recreational activities as well as its educational program have 
been excellent. Its Anniversary gift of a flower-chart board is to be found in 
the vestibule of the church. 


5. THE JUNIOR BIBLE CLASS meets every Sunday morning at 9 o'clock. 
It has not only furnished the church with twenty Bibles but also with a 
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Kretzmann’s Popular Commentary. The supplying of picturesque folders for 
programs of the high festival church services is a more recent effort that will 
be fully appreciated by all! 

6. THE LUTHERAN AID ASSOCIATION has filled the need for a closer tie 
cf fellowship among the men members of our congregation. It has in the past 
two years become affiliated with the New England Federation of Men’s Clubs 
and partaken in many of its activities. It offers an insurance on liberal zerms 
to all its members. It contemplates the purchase of a beautiful memorial 
window for the church proper 

7. THE CEMETERY ASSOCIATION has devoted its, interests to the 
church cemetery grounds located on Lockhouse Road. A beautiful central 
park has been constructed upon which a towering white cross has been 
erected flanked by two flagstaffs; evergreens and shrubbery complete the 
landscaping. Annual Memorial Day services have been held under igs aus- 
pices. The purchase of park benches is one of its most recent contributions. 

8. THE SUNDAY SCHOOL has been perhaps the oldest organisation 
within the church. The glorious history of our Sunday School begins with 
the year 1901. It has been especially fortunate in having the fine, capable, and 
rship of Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Wolfe. Mrs. F. Wolfe 
has been identified with the Sunday School since 1908, while Mr. F. Wolfe 


uninterrupted lead 


the records of the Sunday School department you'll be amazed at its accom- 
plishments for St. John’s! We'll but mention a few major ones of recent 
years: (1) Purchase of the mimeograph machine in 1936. (2) Purchase of 
40 Sunday School hymnals in 1938. (3) 
Purchase of a bookcase for the church 
parlor. Besides these outstanding items 
the Sunday School has sponsored mis- 
sion work, Christmas Eve children’s 
services, and held regularly during the 


summer months its annual picnic. It has 
a paper of its own called ““THe Sunpay 


Scaoot Heratp”” which, in the main, 
is put out by the children themselves. 
As an Anniversary gift the Sunday 
School contemplates purchasing two 
beautiful chancel chairs.) The greatest 
value of our Sunday School, of course, 
lies in its spiritual nourishment of 
souls! “‘Suffer the little children to 
come unto Me, and forbid them not: 
for of such is the kingdom of God!’’ — 
Mr. and Mrs. F. Wolfe Mark 10:14. 


Wrarier ostemures iu Geuere 


Seated (left to right): August Schultz, Jacob Symancyk, John Condel, Gustave 
Grubert, Ludwig Stoltz, Ferdinand Kasewurm. 


Church Council and Memorial Connnittee 


Standing (left to right): Andrew Wolfe, Frank Lajewski, Martin Eidinger, 
Edward Krom, William Bodendorf. 
Cittina+ Tahun Becnia Stephen Brusca Alhert Wilous. Henry Krom. Edward Bizo. 
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Sunday, August 3rd, 1941 
St. Joh’s Lvangelical Lutheran Chuech 


WESTFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS 


Commemorating the 
Organization of the Congregation 
APRIL 12th, 1901 


™ 


STAMPA LARAL 


SX 


Historical 


The beginning of St. John’s according 
to available records goes back to the 
year 1894. As early as that year 
Lutheran families who had _ settled 
in Westfield frequented our sister 
church of Holyoke for their ‘spiritual 
welfare and for the comfort of com- 
munion fellowship. 

For three years, visits to neighboring 
sister congregations were made regu- 
larly by our members. Each pilgrimage 
found the group growing larger. 


The families and names connected 
with the effort of sponsoring the first 
Rev. L. A. Linn Lutheran services prior to the organiza- 
tion of the congregation are nowhere recorded. However, faulty memory 
serves us the following names as being instrumental in this early endeavor: 
Andrew Borowski, Frank Bergmann, Julius Bodendorf, Sr., Wilhelmina 
Bodendorf, Minna Bodendorf, Martin Bodendorf, Justina Bodendorf, Mr. and 
Mrs. Busshardt, Anna Busshardt, Adam Andrelat, Adolf Andrelat, Leopald 
Asman, Michaelina Asman, Albert Enko, Minna Enko, John Enko, Sr., and 
Pauline (Enko) Kraus, Rudolf Fink, Justine Fink, Sussanna Freze, John 
Gudela, Ferdinand Kasewurm, Augusta (Kasewurm) Grubert, Anna Kase- 
wurm, August Reinert, August Rudat, Helen Rudat, John Snyder, Charlotte 
Snyder, Ludwig Stoltz, Adolf Klimaszewski, Caroline (Weidas) Klimach, 
Beatrice Wermas, Frank Wolfe, Bertha Wolfe, and Julius Yuckaitis. 
It was upon the occasion when John Enko and Paulina Kraus were married 


that the pastor of our Lutheran Church of Holyoke was engaged for services 
in Westfield. 


The first service was held in a rented hall on August 22, 1897, which 
numbered an attendance approximating 30 worshippers. Rev. August BRUNN 
of Holyoke, who continued to serve intermittently for about one year, con- 
ducted this first service. 


Due to the demand for his time and services by his own large congregation 
at Holyoke, Rev. A. Brunn was unable to further his efforts on the behalf 
of the Westfield brethren. Rev. Wirtram MoeNKkenMue ter of Springfield 
now took charge of the mission, beginning with August 28, 1898. Services 
were held every two weeks in the German language until 1900. In the mean- 
time something had to be done for our Polish Lutherans, and as a consequence 
the services of Pasror C, L. Orsacu of New York were obtained, who con- 


ducted worship four times a year in the 
Polish language from 1897 to 1900. Un- 
der him Polish confirmations were held. 


* * * * 


In the spring of 1900, the Rev. Louts 
A. Linn accepted a call to Springfield, 
Mass. He in turn also took charge of 
the Westfield mission. He preached 
here in both the German and Polish 
tongues while instructing and confrm- 
ing all catechists in the English lan- 
guage. This situation held good for ten 
years, during which time we find the 
organization of the congregation taking 
place as of April 12, 1901. The consti- 
tution was adopted August 7, 1901. 
At this meeting the first regular officers 


Rev. Adolf Dasler 


were elected. 


The congregation was legally incorporated October 6, 1905, by the state 
of Massachusetts as THE ST. JOHN’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH OF THE UNALTERED AUGSBURG CONFESSION. The 
names affixed to the charter are the following: August Reinert, Gustave 
Grubert, Ferdinand Kasewurm, August Schultz, Ludwig Stoltz, Rudolf 
Fink, Jacob Symancyk, August Rudat, A. K.Klimach, and John Condel. In 
1906 a plot of ground was purchased upon which the church was built. 
It was dedicated on July 28, 1907. 


Rev. Louis A. Linn was now called to Westfield and was installed here 
November 20, 1910. The immediate need of a parsonage was recognized and 
met as the initial effort under the guidance of Pastor Linn. 1914 saw the 
beginning of English services which, however, were not held every Sunday. 
In the spring of 1916 the church was partly destroyed by fire; but it was 
rebuilt, enlarged, and dedicated the same year. In 1917 Rev. L. A. Linn left 
the congregation, taking a call to Saginaw, Michigan. At the present time 
Pastor Linn is serving a congregation in Rogers City, Michigan. 


Rev. Avorr Daster of Scranton, Penn., was called as the second pastor. 
He was installed April 22, 1917, and after faithfully serving this congregation 
for over six years, Rev. Dasler followed a call to Kingston, Wisconsin. He 
was installed at Kingston, Wisconsin, on July 15, 1923. During his pastorate 
in Westfield, regular Sunday morning services in the English language were 
held. Following the departure of Rev. Dasler a vacancy for seven months 
occurred, during which time Rev. Martin Luther Steup of Holyoke served 
the congregation, assisted by Rev. A. G. Steup of Springfield, Mass. 
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Corrrtuaw!! 

Rev. Retnnotpt Tews of Scranton, Penn., was now called to fill the 
vacancy. Through his acceptance hexbecame the third esteemed pastor,of 
St. John’s. He was installed February) 1924. Under his;wise and courageous 
leadership the congregation grew in spiritual fibre. Additional property was 
bought adjoining that of the parsonage, on which a fine garage was built in 
the year of 1934 at the cost of $310.10. During his pastorate, Rev. Téws was 
forced several times by illness to discontinue his work temporarily. Increas- 
ing physical weakness compelled him to tender his resignation to the con- 
gregation November 24, 1935. On February 4, 1936, Pastor Reinholdt Tews 
departed this life, being called to his heavenly home. February 8, 1936, was 
indeed the saddest occasion in the history of St. John’s, which found, for 
the first time, funeral services being conducted for one of its pastors. The 
Rey. E. P. Merkel of Easthampton officiated. Pastor John Kavasch of Hart- 
ford, Conn., delivered the sermon on I Cor. 15:10. Pastor A. Jarus of Chicago 
spoke briefly in Polish. Pastor M. L. Steup of Holyoke had charge of all 
arrangements. ‘The law of truth was in his mouth and iniquity was not 
found in his lips; he walked with mein peace and equity, and did turn many 


away from iniquity.’ — Mal. 2:6. e 


Rey. Casruir S. Davin of Washington, D. C., was now called to the 
vacancy. He accepted the call and was installed March 8, 1936. He is 
the pastor of St. John’s at present. April 12, 1936, the congregation joined the 
Missouri Synod by a majority vote and was accepted into the Atlantic District 
and the Missouri Synod in the spring convention of June, 1936, at Brooklyn, 
N. Y. The delegate, Ferdinand Kasewurm, affixed his signature to the charter 
together with the pastor. Twice the con- 
gregation has found it convenient to 
renovate and improve the church edifice. 
The first was the reconstruction of the 
church front which involved the build- 
ing of outdoor cement steps and the 
alteration of the interior stairway so 
that a stage could be built for the 
church parlor. The realignment of the 
downstairs lights, the addition of an 
extra exit door, and the painting of the 
church hall was also included. The 
plastering and painting of the church 
vestibule, together with the installa- 
tion of the swinging doors, completed 
this first project at a cost of $1,730.00. 
Dedication services were held February 
27, 1938. The second undertaking was 
the renovation of the church interior. 
The church auditorium was painted, 


Rev. Reinholdt Tews 
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C. Date of its partial destruction by fire... 


TN II. The Pastors which served. 
=r Be 
+ q YS Ae bas Installation Departure Place called 
ye Pee ge Borne 1997-6 § (Arm omy 5 Sa a, fro iroad acorge 
NS ~ ee 
we 138| 4 oe Meche rellen |G (- 14007 Bk Orkred, [Prted) | 169) -/Fo0) 
| . UY. Adolph Dasler (6) Ties WS 14 p10 1417 7 Masel, Lp 
tN YQ v 7-2 = ) DAL Arn teee ‘ 
» : “ > ° Reinhold Tews Coors & ae Bs 
2X % e f “zy 9st CARLY 1) tae RE ng: 
. a i b. Casimir S. David March 8, 1936 [dca mnenienepeten! | se eclenan mae eee tae ot 
iy oO € 23 
<2, y i <= *snould cuts’of these gentlemen be available will you kindly 
4'N Q&} send the same to me. 41.44 ent +f Peso, arrest Coebines ti Hones, 
= ¢ < as f Suiting 4 2 
¢ Jz Ws. Name By whom installed. oa pity. 
oo y > | 
RBA fee, 1. Aegest Linn ; 
yo Suey 2. Adolph Dasler 
SS Wo 
Sone aeons 
are a 3. Reinholdj Tews 
t S Ys 4. Casimir S. David By Bdward P. Merk) of Easthampton Mass. 
aN Ff 
% oe S 
y's 
“ 3 III. Miscellaneous 
~ 3 A. Was the congregation served prior to its organization? 
Y= ad 
f~ VW) tet ata 
By whom?...(1) Name Place Date a RN rece 


B. Have you copies on file of any booklets pertaining to its 
twenty-fifth anniversary celebration? fi, 


If so could these be borrowed for the occasion? Here we have 


reference also to the Atlantic bulletin. 
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Evangelical Lutheran Cemetery 


LOCKHOUSE ROAD .- WESTFIELD, MASS. 
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Che Order of Service 
THE CALL TO WORSHIP 


THE DEDICATION OF THE CHAPEL 


THE HYMN English 36, Polish 534, German 346 
NOW thank we all our God And keep us in His grace, 
With heart and hands and voices, And guide us when perplexed, 
Who wondrous things hath done, And free us from all ills 
In whom His world rejoices; In this world and the next. 
Who from our mother’s arms 
Hath blessed us on our way 8. All praise and thanks to God 
With countless gifts of love The Father now be given, 
And still is ours to-day. The Son, and Him who reigns 
With them in highest heaven: 
2. Oh, may this bounteous God The one eternal God, 
Through all this life be near us, Whom earth and heaven adore; 
With ever joyful hearts For thus it was, is now, 
And blessed peace to cheer us; And shall be evermore! 
THE PSALM—Said Responsively Rey. Henry C. Wolk, Florence, Mass, 


(Congregation Rising) 


Lord, Thou hast been our dwelling-place: In all generations. 


Before the mountains were brought forth or ever Thou hadst formed the 
earth and the world: Even from everlasting to everlasting, Thou art God. 


Thou turnest man to destruction: And sayest, Return, ye children of men. 


For a thousand years in Thy sight are but as yesterday when it is past: 
And as a watch in the night. 


Thou carriest them away as with a flood, they are as a sleep: In the 
morning they are like grass which groweth up. 


In the morning it flourisheth and groweth up: In the evening it is cut 
down and withereth. 

The days. of our years are three-score years and ten, and if by reason 
of strength they be four-score years: Yet is their strength labor and sor- 
row, for it is soon cut off, and we fly away. 


So teach us to number our days: That we may apply our hearts unto 
wisdom. 


Return, O Lord, how long? And let it repent Thee concerning Thy servants. 


Oh satisfy us early with Thy mercy: That we may rejoice and be glad 
in our days. 


Let Tay work appear unto Thy servants: And Thy glory unto their 
children. 

And let the beauty of the Lord, our God, be upon us: And establish Thou 
the work of our hands upon us, yea, the work of our hands, establish 
Thou it. 


THE LECTION — John 14, 1 - 6 


English) Reacting) accusam atts 


Polish Reading . 
German Reading 


THE HYMN 


DRAW us to Thee, 
For them shall we 
Walk in Thy steps forever 
And hasten on 
Where Thou art gone 
To be with Thee, dear Savior, 


2. Draw us to Thee, 
Lord, lovingly; 
Let us depart with gladness 
That we may be 
Forever free 
From sorrow, grief, and sadness. 


ENGLISH ADDRESS 


(Congregation Seated) 


Rev. Theodore Martin, Holyoke, Mass. 
Sia RCD NG STENCH te eas Rev. Casimir S. David, Westfield, Mass. 


Rev. A. G, Steup, Springfield, Mass. 


English 215, Polish 334, German 212 


3. Draw us to Thee; 
O grant that we 
May find the road to heaven. 
Direct our way, 
Lest we should stray 
And from Thy paths be driven, 


4. Draw us to Thee, 
That also we 
Thy heavenly bliss inherit 
And ever dwell 
Where sin and hell 
No more can vex our spirit. 


Rev. August Scholz, Easthampton, Mass. 


St. John’s Choir — Anthem 


POLISH ADDRESS 


Rev. Adolf Dasler, Madison, Wisconsin 


St. John’s Sunday School Choir 


GERMAN ADDRESS 


Rev. Martin L. Steup, Holyoke, Mass. 


THE COLLECTION — ANNOUNCEMENTS 


THE HYMN 


A MIGHTY Fortress is our God, 
A trusty Shield and Weapon; 
He helps us free from every need 
That hath us now o’ertaken, 

The old evil Foe 

Now means deadly woe; 

Deep guile and great might 

Are his dread arms in fight, 
On earth is not his equal. 


2. With might of ours can naught be 
done, 

Soon were our loss effected; 

But for us fights the Valiant One, 
Whom God Himself elected. 

Ask ye, Who is this? 

Jesus Christ it is, 

Of Sabaoth Lord, 

And there’s none other God, 
He holds the field forever. 


English 262, Polish—Przy. 10, German 158 


3. Though devils all the world should 
fill, 
All eager to devour us, 
We tremble not, we fear no ill, 
They shall not overpower us. 
This world's prince may still 
Scowl fierce as he will, 
He can harm us none, 
He's judged; the deed is done; 
One little word can fell him. 


4. The Word they still shall let remain 

And not a thank have for it; 

He's by our side upon the plain 

With His good gifts and Spirit. 

And take they our life, 

Goods, fame, child, and wife: 

Let these all be gone, 

They yet have nothing won: 
The Kingdom ours remaineth. 


PRAYER — LORD'S PRAYER — BENEDICTION 


COMMON DOXOLOGY 


English 644, Polish 659, German 156 


A Brief History 


In the year 1912, certain members of St. John’s Lutheran parish purchased 
a parcel of ground on Lockhouse Road with the avowed intention to use it as 
a burial ground. As early as June 5, the notice appeared in the ‘‘Valley Echo” 
a local newspaper: “We, ‘the subscribers, and proprietors of certain real estate 
therein held in common, have associated ourselves as an association for the 
purpose of procuring, establishing and preparing a Cemetery for the dead and 
we hereby do intend to organize ourselves as a corporation with the objects 
aforesaid.’’ It was not until June 22, when the corporation was established, that 
the following olficers were chosen: Martin Bodendorf, president; Julius Klavenski, 
vice-president; Ferdinand Kasewurm, recording-secretary; Julius Krause, treasurer. 
As trustees of the cemetery, Julius Bodendorf served together with the above- 
mentioned names. At this meeting the land privately owned and purchased on 
June 3, 1912 was sold in transfer to the corporation for the sum of $90.00. The 
constitution and by-laws of this newly formed corporation now known as ST. 


JOHN'S LUTHERAN CEMETERY ASSOCIATION were drawn up and adopted. 


Membership in the association depended upon one’s ownership of property 
in the cemetery. Accordingly, the association to date has grown to approxiinately 
70 members. There are 96 interments listed. The first burial was that of Wilhel- 
mina Bodendorf on July 27, 1912, followed by that of Jacob Wroblewski. 


Over the years many improvements to the cemetery have been added. 
Since the year 1937 regular Memorial Day services have been held on the 
cemetery grounds under the auspices of the association. At annual meetings of 
the association (generally held either shortly before or after Easter) new ouficers 
are elected and a caretaker of the grounds is chosen. The officers at present 
(and ones who have also been instrumental in the erection of the chapel) are: 
John Ryll, president; Karol Krieger, vice-president; Karol Santowski, recording- 
secretary; Paul Kandel, treasurer; Martin Eidinger, financial-secretary; trustees, 
Ludwig Musterait, John Morris, John Krom; Frederick Kontrei, in charge of in- 
terments; and John Snyder, caretaker. 


On this thirty-fifth anniversary of its founding, the association with humble 
gratitude to God takes pride in the dedication of its little stone chapel, on the 
behalf of the memory of our honored dead and as a sanctuary for prayer and 
meditation. It is hoped, in the future, to have the chapel doérs unlocked at all 
times and the sanctuary made accessible to all seeking its solitude. 


The Association wishes to thank all those who have so unselfishly given 
of time, effort and financial contribution in making possible this Memorial. It 
extends its gratitude to the many friends outside of the parish who have so gen- 
erously responded with aid towards the chapel’s completion. In final prayer it 
petitions God that he continue to bless its efforts and that the future may find 
these premises ever held sacred to the memory of man. 
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May 12, 1990 


Alice Reopel 
Ronald Dion 


Dear Alice and Ronald: 

This letter is to inform you that at the request of 
Caryn Mynatt we have replaced you as sponsors for Amber 
Dale Mynatt. This change has been noted in the official 


register of St. John's Lutheran Church and is in effect 
as of this date. 


Sincerely, 


Michael R. Gruel 
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were married at St. John’s 
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| Dorothy C. Baum — 
Bid’ <2QU01921 ~ 2003. jae “ye 
‘WEST SPRINGFIELD - Doro- 
thy Clara (Eger) Baum died Sat- 
urday evening at Heritage Hall 


in Agawam. | 


She was ‘the 
daughter \ of 
An na ' 
(Sattler) “and 
Charles Eger 
and was born 
in Holyoke. A 
; graduate '* of 
‘Holyoke High School, she grad- 
‘uated from Stockbridge School 
of Agriculture at UMASS in 
‘Amherst in 1940 with a degree 
\in Floriculture. She was an avid 
| |arts and crafts person and an 
_ excellent ‘seamstress. During 
ice “High *School ‘years, “she: 
| showed cattle at the Big E and 
, became a life member. of the 


ay aN we we 


' 4H Club. She was a member of | 


_ |the Ramapogue Women’s Club 
| jand ‘the St. John’s Lutheran 
'|Church of Westfield.” She 
/ (worked at the’ Eastern States 

\Farmers Exchange for many 
jyears until it closed and later 


- [University of Maryland’ until 


ent she and her husband 


L and their summers in West 
Springfield. She leaves her hus- 
band of 59 years, Philip Baum 


chard. She leaves several nie- 


/ €randnephews. There ‘are no 
- calling hours. A graveside serv- 
‘ice will be Thursday July 24th 
{at 11 am at St. John’s Lutheran 
Cemetery in Westfield. In lieu 
of flowers, ‘donations may be 


N made to St. John’s Lutheran 


Church, 60 Broad Street, West- 
field, MA 01085. West Spring- 
field *-Curran-Jones *- Funeral 
|Home Wis in ‘charge sof 


* 


os as a secretary for the 


Eee their winters in Ivieda, 


ces, nephews, grandnieces and | 


s Dt) 


er retirement. After ‘retire- 


et ee 


and her aunt Pauline Geissler | 
‘of West Springfield. She was - 
predeceased by her three broth- 
ers, Kenneth, Raymond and Ri- 


NEWS RELEASE 


The Rev. Walter E. Menzel, Jr., son of Walter E. Menzel and Helen Nee Paschmon, born 
on November 8, 1914 in Hartford, Connecticut died on June 22, 2004 in Holyoke, 
Massachusetts. He was buried on June 25, 2004 at Cedar Hill Cemetery in Hartford, 
Connecticut. His funeral service was conducted by Rev. Louis H.G.Bier, a former vicar. 
Rev. Menzel is mourned by his wife, Dorothy, sons Philip W. and Roger A., four 


grandchildren, family members, and friends. 


i 
Rev. Menzel graduated from Concordia Seminary, Springfield, Illinois in 1944 and served 
churches in Springfield, Coal Valley and Matherville, Illinois, as well as Holyoke, 
Massachusetts and an Interim in Westfield, Massachusetts. He served as Circuit 


Counselor in the Atlantic District and as President of Family Services of Holyoke. 
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AND 
BY-LAWS 


ST. JOHN'S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
of 
Westfield, Massachusetts 


Page 2 


PAGE 5, BY-LAWS, ARTICLE 11, SECTION - VCTING MiMBSRSHIP 


NOW Ri&aDS: 
Any male communicant membor of this Congregation who is 
at least 21 years of age may apply for aamission into 
voting membership. The applicant may be proposed for 
membership at any regular meeting of the voting members. 
If the proposed member is approved by the voting members, 
he shall sign the Constitution and By-Laws of the Con- 
gregation, and such signing shall confer upon him the 
rights ena prerogatives of voting membership. He shall 
be given 4 copy of the Constitution, 


PAGE 8, BY-LAWS, ARTICLE V- TH® CHUuCH COUNCIL 


ADDED: 
The Church Council shall prepare and present the annual 
budget and advise on capital expenditures. When prepar- 
ing the annual budget, they shall review salaries of 
all paid personnel. 


PAGE 8, BY-LAWS, ARTICLE V1 - TekNS Ay DUTIUS Oy OFFICERS 


NOw RSADS: - SECTION 1 - OFFICERS 
President and Vice-President - 

The term of office of the President and of the Vice- 
President shall be one year. They sbali not succeed 
themselves more than once. The President shall pre- 
side at all meetin-s of the Voters! Assembly and 
Church Council. In his absence, or when he requests 
to ve relieved of tne chair, the Vice-President shall 
perform the duties of the office. In the event of a 
vacancy in the office of the President, the Vice Presi- 
dent shall succeed to the office of President for the 
remainder of the term. 


PAGE 9, BY-LAWS 


NOW READS; 
The term of office of the Recording Secretary shall be 
one year. He shall not succeed himself more than once. 
The Secretary shall keep accurate minutes of the meetings 
of the Voters! Assembly and of the Youncil for the per- 
manent recoras of the Congregation and shallperform other 
duties in keeping with his office, 


raCE 9 BY-LAWS 

NOW Rs#ADS: 
The term of office for the Treasurer shall be one year. 
He shall not succeed himself more than once. He shall pay 
all bills authorized vy the Conrregation after approval 
by the President. He shall keep accurate records of the 
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receipts and disbursements of the Congregation in 
books which shall be and remain the property of 
the congregation, All of these books shall be 
audited annually, and a report of such audit shall 
be submitted to the Congregation, 


PAGE 9, BY-LAWS 


NOw HEADS: 
The term of office of the Financial Secretary shall 
be one year. He shall not succeed himself more than 
once, 


PAGE 10, BY-LAWS 


NOW READS: ADDED 
The soard of Elders shall consist of three members. 
‘heir term of office shall be three years. They shall 
not su¢ceed themselves. One-third of the Elders shall 
be elected each year. They shall organize annually 
and elect a chairman who shall represent them on the 
Council. If they cannot elect a chairman themselves, 
it will be the duty of the Church Youncil to elect 
a chairman, 


PaG#S 10 AND 11, BY-LAWS 


NOw READS: ADDED 

The Board of Trustees shall consist of three members, 
Their term of office shall be three years. hey shall 
not succeed themselves. One-third of the Trustees 
‘shall be elected each year. They shall organize annu- 
ally and elect a chairman who shall represent them on 
the Council, If they cannot elect a chairman them- 
selves, it will be the duty of the Church Council to 
elect a chairman, 


Add paragraph 6 to read: 
The Trustees shall be authorized to see that the Fi- 
nancial Secretary and Treasurer are bonded, 


PsGE 12, BY-LAWS SsCTION 4 - METINGS 


NOW Rw&aDS: 
D. Order of Business 
1. Scripture Reading or Prayer 
2. Reading of the Minutes 
3. Keyport of the Officers 
4. Report of the Committees 
5. Report of the Pastor 
6. Unfinished Business 
7. New 3usiness 
6. Adjournment with Prayer 


ae 
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PAGE 13, BY-LAWS, ARTICLE V1l - FINANCE COMMITTEE 


Delete the following paragraphs: 
2. Prepsre and present the annual budget and advise 
on capital expenditures. 


6. The Financial Secretary and Treasurer shall be 
bonded. 


PAGE 12, BY-LAWS, ARTICIE V1, SECTION } - MEETINGS 


NOw READS: 
A. Regular meetings 
The regular meetings of the Church Council shall 
be held on the Friday preceding the voters! quar- 
terly meeting. 


KONSTYTUCYA 


Niemiecko-Polskiej, Ewangieli- 
cko-Luterskiej Parafii Sw. Jana 
Nieodmienionej Augsburgskiej Konfesyi 
WwW 
{\WESTFIELD, MASS. 


ale 


1914, 
Drukiem ,,Strumienia’’. 21 BE. Bartlett St. 
WESTFIELD, MASS. 
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WSTEP. 

Poniewaz wedlug slowa Bozego (1 Kor, 
14,'40 i Kol. 2, 5) w parafii chrzescijanskiej 
wszystko sie dziaé ma przystojnie i porzad- 
nie my, nizej podpisani Niemieccy i Polsey 
Luteranie, postanowiwszy zalozyé Niemiecko 
— Polska, Ewangelicko — Luterska parafie, 
tworzymy niniejszem prawa i reguly, wedlug 
ktérych wszystkie zewnetrzne 1 wewnetrzne 
Sprawy parafialne zarzadzanemi i zalatwia- 
nemi byé maja. 


ARTYKUE I. 
NAZWA PARAFII. 


Parafia nazywa sie: Niemiecl-o — Pols- 
ka, Ewangelicko — Luterska Parafia Sw. Ja 
na Nieodmienionej Augsburskiej Konfesyi w 
Westfield, Mass. 


ARTYKUE II. 
WYZNANIE WIARY. 


Nasza parafia przyznaje sie do wszyst- 
kich Ksiag Kanonicznych Starego i Nowego 
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Testamentu, jako do objawionego Slowa Bo- 
zego, rowniez i do Nieodmiennej Konfesyi 
Augsburskiej, jako tez ido wszystkich in- 
nych Ksiag wyznaniowych, Ewangelicko — 
Luterskiego KoSciola , ktore sq zawarte Ww 
Ksiedze ‘‘Concordia’ z roku 1580, jako do 
ezystego i niesfalszowanego obiasnienia i 
wykiadu Stowa Bozego. 

Wszelka nauka w kogciele i w szkole, 
jako tez nabozenstwa do tego wyznania stoso- 
waé sie musza, a wszelkie mozliwie zajS¢ mc- 
gace spory co do nauki wedlug niego osadza- 
nymi i zatatwianymi byé winne. 


ARTYKUE III. 


PRZYJECIE NOWYCH CZLON KOW. 


Tylko ten moze zosta¢ przyjetym za 
ezionka parafii: 

1.) Kto jest ochrzezonym, 

2.) Ktu przyjmuje Slowo Boze, za jedy- 
ne prawidio dla wiary i zyciai przyznaje sie 
do Ksiag wyznaniowych naszego KoSciola, 
wymienionych w drugim Artykule te] Kon- 
stytucyi. 
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3.) Kto prowadzi nieskazitelne azycie i 


szezerze Zamierza pilnie uczeszezaé na na- 
bozenstwa i przystepowaé do Stotu Panskie- 
20, 

4.) Kto obiecuje wiernie spelnia¢ oho- 
wiazki ezlonka do glosowania uprawnionego 
i Scisle zastosowaé sie do wszystkich rozpo- 
rzqdzen parafii,o ile takowe nie przecza 
Slowu Bozemu. 


5.) Kto nie nalezy. do innej jakiejkol- 
wiek parafii, albo do niechrzeScjianskich lub 
tajnych zwiazkoéw, np. 162 (lodges), 


6.) Kto sie zgtosi u Pastora celem zhada 
nia wiary i zycia. Jezeli zbadanie takie wy- 
padnie zadawalniajaco i jezeli nie bedzie nic 
innego stalo na przeszkodzie, wtedy moze 
zostaé przyjetym za czlonka przez uchwale 
parafialna na nastepnem regularnem zebra- 
niu parafii, poezem podpisaé winien niniej- 
sza Konstytucye, jezeli jest petnoletnim mez- 
ezyzna, w innym wypadku imie takiej osoby 
wpisuje sie do Ksiegi parafialnej. 
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ARTYKUE IV. 
OBOWIAZKI CZLONKOW. 


Kazdy ezlonek zobowiazany jest pilnie 
odwiedzaé nabozenstwa, zycie swoje stoso- 
waé do Slowa Bozego, ezesto przystepowaé 
do Komunii Sw., dzieci swoje przynosié do 
chrztu, wychowywaé je w wierze naszego 
KoSciola, daé je ‘konfirmowaé i do utrzy- 
mania Koéciota i Pastora, oraz i na sptacenie 
diug6w parafialnych, wediug moznoSci skia- 
daé swoje ofiary, jako tez dokladaé starania, 
aby karnosé kogcielna, wedlug -rozkazu Pan- 
skiego u Mateusza w 18. rozdziale, w para- 
fii pielegnowang zostawata. 

Wogéle zobowiazany jest staraé sie o do- 
bro parafii. 

Czlonek uprawniony do glosowania, po- 
winien przybywaé na kazde zebranie para- 
fialne. 


ARTYKUL V. 


PRAWO GLOSOWANIA I PRAWO WYBO- 
RU NA URZAD KOSCIELNY. 


Prawo glosowania maa tylko ci ezlonko- 
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wie zboru plci meskiej, ktérzv ukonezyli 21 
rok zycia swego i po przyieciu do parafii lub 
po osiggnieciu pelnoletnosci wéréd parafi o- 
trzymali prawo gtosowania przez uchwate 
zboru, podpisali Konstytuvye, a obowigzki 
w 4tym Artykule wymienione wiernie wy- 
pelniali. 

Na urzad kogcielny tylko taey moga byé 
wybierani, kt6rzy najmniej jeden rok sq 
ezionkami parafii majacymi prawo glosowa- 
nia, a wszystkie obowiazki wiernie wypel- 
niali. 


ARTYKUL VI. 

WYLACZENIE I WYSTAPIENIE 

Z PARAFII. 

Jezeli ezionek parafialny, ktory sie do- 
puscit Jawnego grzechu lub, ktéry wyznaje 
falszywa nauke, po bezskuteeznem stopnio- 
wem napominaniu wediug Mat. 18, 15 — 20 
nareszcie zostaje z parafii wyklueczony (wy- 
laezony), to taki wykluezony traci wszelkie 
prawa do cztonkostwa i do posiadtogci para 
fialnsj, a mianowicie dotad, dokad sie nie 
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nawroci i ponownie nie zostanie przyjetym 
do parafii. 


' ARTYKUE VIL. 


PRAWO POSIADLOSCI W RAZIE ROZ- 
DWOJENIA CO DO NAUKI. 


Gdyby w parafii kiedykolwiek zaszto ro- 
zdwojene co do nauki (od ezego niechaj Pan 
Bog taskawie zachowaé raczy), wtedy maija- 
tek parafialny pozostaje sie wlasnoScia tej 
partyi, lub tych ezlonké6w (choéby ich \byto 
tylko trzech), ktérzy sie pozostana przy wy- 
zgnaniu w drugim Artykule wymienionem, i 
ktérzy kaznodziei swych bez Zadnych za- 
strzezen na toz wyznanie zobowiazywa¢é ze- 
chea. 


ARTYKUE VIII. 
ZEBRANIA PARAFIALNE. 


Parafia zobowiazuie sie odbywaé rocznie 
eztery zebrania parafialne a mianowicie w 
miesiacach Styezniu, Kwietniu, Lipcu i Pa- 
zdzierniku, celem narady i zalatwienia we- 
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wnetrznych i zewnetrznych spraw parafial- 
nych. 

Oprocz tego nadzwyczaine zebrania mo- 
ga byé¢ powolywane, jezeli Pastor, »tarsi Zbo 
ru, albo 4 do glosowania uprawnionych cziton- 
k6éw sobie tego zyezy. 

Wszystkie zebraria winne byé przez Pa- 
stora z kazalnicy w dwédch nabozeristwach 
naprzod ogtoszone. 

W razie niezbednej koniecznosci, zebra- 
nia nadzwyeczajne moga byé zwolywane po- 
ezta. 

Zebranie tylko wtedy uprawnione jest do 
zalatwienia spraw, jezeli 4 wszystkich czton- 
k6w jest obecna. 

Kazda uchwala parafialna upada sama 
przez sie, jeZeli przeczy Slowu Bozemu i wy- 
znaniu parafii; w sprawach duchownych, lub 
tyezacych sie sumienia, rozstrzyga tylko Sto- 
wo Boze; w innych sprawach, wiekszosé glo- 
sow. 

Kto na zebranie nie przybywa, traci 
przez to swoje prawo glosowania. 

Kazde zebranie ma byé zagajonei odro- 


es (ies 


ezone Slowem Bozem, lub modlitwa przez 
Pastora, a w razie jego nieobeenosci, przez 
ezionka Starszych Zboru odméwiona. 


ARTYKUE IX. 
PASTOR. 


Parafia zleca, ezyli przekazuje przez po- 
rzadne powolanie, a nie przez najecie na pe- 
wien tylko ezas, publiezne zarzadzanie urze- 
du duszpasterza i kaznodziei wylacznie ta- 
kiemu Pastorowi, ktéry sie razem z parafia 
do wyznania wiary w drugim Artykule wy- 
mienionego przyznaje, ktéry uzdolniony jest 
do ,zloszenia nauki prawdziwej i do bronie- 
nia od fatszywej, i kt6ry ma slawe _nieskazi- 
telnego Zycia. 

Z urzedu swego tylko wtedy {Pastor zlo- 
zonym byé moze, jezeli albo falszywie uczy, 
albo hezbozne zycie prowadzi inie chce od 
tego odstapié, albo gdy umySlnie sie w urze- 
dzie swym sprzeniewierzyl. 


ARTYKUL X: 
WYBOR PASTORA. 


W razie wakansu, ezempredzej powinien 
nastapi¢ wyb6or nowego Pastora. 

W tym celu Starsi Zboru porozumieé sie 
maja na dwéch, albo wiecej kandydatow, 
ktérzyby mieli jak najlepsza -reputacye, 1 
ktérzyby posiadali ,dostateczne éwiadectwa 
zdolnogci_ w nauczaniu, oraz nieskazitelnego 
zycia, wystawione im przez prawowierny e- 
wangelicko — luterski Synod. 

Na zebraniu parafialnem, zwolanem 
pezez Starszych boru, wybor Pastora odby- 
wa sie przez glosowanie kartkami. 

Dwie trzecie wszystkich do ylosowania 
uprawnionych ezlonkow konieezne sq do sta- 
nowcezego wyboru. 


ARTYKUE XI. 
STARSI ZBORU. 


Na rocznem zebraniu parafia obiera na 
rok jeden: Prezesa, Wice - Prezesa, Kasye- 
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ra, Sekretarza finansowego, polskiego i nie- 
mieckiego, Sekretarza protokélowego i trzech 
opiekunéw (trustees), kt6rzy razem 2 Pasto- 
rem tworza starszyzne. 

Starszyzna nie posiada mocy prawodaw- 
ezej nad, albo obok parafii, leez tylko dora- 
dnia i wykonaweza, stosownie do uchwal pa- 
rafii. 

Parafia ma w kazdym razie prawo zmie- 
nié swoje polecenia wzgledem Starszych Zbo 
ru i zlozyé urzednikéw z urzedu, ale natural- 
nie w,spos6b chrzescijanski. 


ARTYKUL XII. 
WYBOR STARSZYCH ZBORU. 


Wybor starszych Zboru, za wyjatkiem 
Pastora, ma sie odbywaé na roeznem zebra- 
niu przez tajne glosowanie kartkami. 

Po wyborze trzech kandydatéw, wybiera 
sie z nich urzednik, prosta wiekszoScia glo- . 
sow. 

Wybrani stuzyé maja rok jeden, lecz po 
roku na nowo moga byé obrani. 
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Instalacyi nowo wybranych Starszych 
Zboru dokonywn Pastor w nastepna niedziele 
w_ koSciele. 

W razie wakansu, spowodowanego §mier 
cia lub z innej jakiej$ przyezyny, parafia na 
pastepnem zebraniu wybiera nastepce na po- 
zostaly termin. 


ARTYKUL XIII. 
OBOWIAZKI STARSZYCH ZBORU. 


1.) Wogdle Starsi Zboru zobowigzani sa 
staraé sie o to, aby w parafii wszystko sie 
dziato po chrzescijansku, przystojnie i porza- 
dnie i winni przySwiecaé parafii bogoboj- 
nem zyciem. Kwartalnie, albo, jezeli zaidzie 
potrzeba, jeszcze ezesciej, Starsi Zboru z0- 
bowiazani sq.odbywaé zebrania za przewo- 
dnictwem Pastora, w celu przekonania sie _O 
potozeniu kasy parafialnej i obrad nad do- 
brem parafii. 

2.) Opiekunom, ezyli “‘trusteesom’”? ma- 
jatek parafii tylko w tym znaczeniu sie po- 
wierza, ze nim zarzadzaé maja zgodnie z u- 


chwatami parafialnemi, a nie wedlug wla- 
snej woli. 

3.) Starsi Zboru zobowiazani sq staraé 
sie o tad i porzadek w kosciele wewnatrz i na 
zewnatrz podezas rnabozeristwa, jako tez zbie 
raé ofiary i wreezyé je kasyerowi. 

4.) Prezes przewodniezy na zebraniach 
parafialnych, a w razie r6wnoéci gloséw roz- 
strzyga. 

5.) W razie nieobecnosci prezesa ‘na ze- 
braniu, wiceprezes zastepuje jego miejsce. 

6.) Kasyer przyjmuje i wydaje wszyst- 
kie pienigdze stosownie do uchwat! parafii, a 
po ukonezeniu rocznej swojej stuzby, zdaje 
sprawozdanie ze swego zarzadu na_publicz- 
nem zebraniu parafialnem. 

Sprawozdania od kasyera parafia i Star- 
si Zboru zadaé moga_ kiedykolwiek chea, a 
tenze zobowiqzanym jest wykazaé stan kasy 
parafialnej wraz z potrzehnvmi dokumenta- 
mi na kazde zadanie. 

7.) Sekretarz protokétowy zobowigzany 
jest spisywaé wszystkie narady parafialne 
oraz i Starszych Zboru, a na nastepnem ze- 


braniu takowe odezytaé i tak, jak zostaly 
przyjete, do ksiegi protokélowej zapisy wat. 

Opréez tego jest jego powinncscia Z po- 
lecenia parafii, wykonywaé wszelkie inne ro- 
boty piSmienne. 

8.) Sekretarz finansowy zokowlqzany 
- jest prowadzié wykaz, albo spis calego maja- 
tku parafialnego, przyjmowa¢ wszystkie pie- 
niadze parafialne i wrecza¢ je kasyerowi, ale 
tylko w zamian za kwity; réwniez winien 
zdawaé miesieczne sprawozdania. 


ARTYKUE XIV. 
O ZMIANIE TEJ KONSTYTUCYI. 


Konstytucya ta moze byé zniesiona na 
regularnem zebraniu parafialnem, jezell 
dwie trzecie cztonkow za tem gh suja. 

Taka zmiana jednak nigdy niema prze- 
ezyé zasadom tej konstytucyi tycezacym sie 
wyznania wiary i majatku w razie rozdwoje- 
nia. 

Nieodmienne wiec sq nastepujace Arty 
Ulva (i, 23,4, 5,) — VJ, 
Vile2e DXi XLV 
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CONSTITUTION 
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BY-LAWS 


ST. JOHN'S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
of 
Westfield, Massachusetts 


CONSTITUTION 


Preamble: 


Whereas the Holy Scriptures, 1 Corinthians 14:40, ad- 
monishes us to do all things decently and in order, there- 
fore, we, the undersigned do hereby adopt this constitution 
and determine the discipline and the rules according to which 
our congregational affairs, spiritual and material, shall be 
conducted. 


Art. I — NAME 


The name of this Congregation shall be St. John’s Luther- 
an Church of Westfield, Massachusetts. 


ArT. II — OFFICERS 


The corporate officers of the Congregation shall be a 
President, a Vice-President, a Recording Secretary, a Treas- 
urer and Board of Trustees. Other officers shall be such as 
authorized in the By-Laws. 


ArT. III — ORGANIZATION 


The Congregation shall administer its affairs through the 
Voters’ Assembly. The Voters’ Assembly shall consist of 
the voting members of the Congregation. The Church 
Council shall consist of the President, Vice-President, Record- 
ing Secretary, Treasurer, Financial Secretary, Sunday School 
Superintendent, the Chairman of the Board of Elders and 
the Chairman of the Board of Trustees. 


Art. IV — CONFESSION 


This Congregation holds all the canonical books of the 
Old and New Testaments to be the inspired Word of God 
and the sole rule of faith and life. It accepts all the Sym- 
bolical Books of the Evangelical Lutheran Church contained 
in the Book of Concord of the year 1580 viz., The Ecumeni- 
cal Creeds: (The Apostolic, the Nicene and the Athanasian) ; 
the Unaltered Augsburg Confession of 1580; the Apology of 
the Augsburg Confession; the Catechisms of Luther; the 
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Smalcald Articles and the Formula of Concord, all in full 
accord with the Holy Scriptures. 


Accordingly a doctrine which conflicts with or sets aside 
the foregoing norm of doctrine shall not be taught or toler- 
ated in this Congregation. 


Art. V — SYNODICAL AFFILIATION 


This Congregation shall be affiliated with the Lutheran 
Church — Missouri Synod so long as the confessions and 
the constitution of said Synod are in accord with the con- 
fessions and the constitution of this Congregation, as laid 
down in Article 4. 


This Congregation shall to the best of its ability collabo- 
rate with such Synod and assist it in effecting all sound 
measures intended for the building up of the Kingdom of 
God. 


Art. VI — MEMBERSHIP 


A. Communicant Membership 


Only such persons shall be communicant members of the 
Congregation who have: 


1. Been Baptized in the name of the Triune God; 


2. Declared their acceptance of and adherence to the 
Bible as God’s Word; and 


3. While they may be deficient in knowledge of the 
Symbolical Books mentioned in Article 5, even of the 
Unaltered Augsburg Confession, are at least familiar 
with Dr. Martin Luther's Small Catechism, and de- 
clare their acceptance of it; 


4. Are not members of any secret or other organization 
in conflict with the Confession of Faith laid down in 
Article 4 of this constitution; 


5. Been accepted into communicant membership in 
accordance with the By-Laws of this congregation; 
and 


6. Permit themselves to be fraternally admonished when 
they have erred or offended. 
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B. Proposals for Membership 


Proposals for membership, whether by confirmation, con- 
fession of faith or transfer shall be made by the Pastor at 
the subsequent Voters’ Assembly. 


C. Voting Membership 

Only the male communicant members who have attained 
the age of 21 years shall be eligible for, and be received 
into, voting membership in accordance with the By-Laws of 
this Congregation. 


Art. VII — Power VestTED IN THE CONGREGATION 


This Congregation as a body shall have the supreme power 
in the external and internal administration and manage- 
ment of its own ecclesiastical and congregational affairs. 
No decision, enactment, or performance in behalf of the 
Congregation or with reference to a member thereof, as such, 
shall be valid, whether it shall have proceeded from an in- 
dividual or from a body within the Congregation, unless it 
shall have been enacted or performed according to the gen- 
eral or special power conferred by the Congregation, and 
whatever may have been decided or ordered by individuals 
or minor bodies within the Congregation, under a power 
conferred by the Congregation, shall always be subject to 
ratification or revision by the Congregation. 


But not even the Congregation shall have the right to 
order, enact, or decide anything contrary to the Word of 
God and the Symbolical Books of the Lutheran Church, and 
any such ordinance, enactment, or decision shall be null and 
void. 


ArT. VIII — PASTORAL AND TEACHING OFFICERS 


The Pastoral office in this Congregation shall be conferred 
only upon such ministers or candidates for the reverend 
ministry who profess acceptance of, and pledge faithful 
adherence to, the confession of this Congregation as set 
forth in Article 4. Those called to the teaching office in 
this Congregation shall likewise conform with this require- 
ment. The right of calling pastors and teachers shall ever 
be vested in the Congregation and shall never be delegated 
to a smaller body of members or to an individual. 
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ART. [IX — ORGANIZATION WITHIN THE CONGREGATION 


All organizations within the Congregation which influ- 
ence its welfare shall be promoted, established, and main- 
tained, with the consent of the Voters’ Assembly and re- 
main under its control. The supervision and guidance of 
such organizations shall be the responsibility of the Pastor 
and the Church Council. 


ART. X — RIGHTS TO PROPERTY IN CasE OF SCHISM 


If at any time a separation shall take place in this Con- 
gregation, the real and personal property of the Congrega- 
tion, its revenues and all rights and benefits therewith con- 
nected, shall be vested in those members who adhere to 
Article 4 and Article 5 of the constitution. In the event 
of dissolution of the Congregation, all assets and property 
of the Congregation become the property of the District of 
the ere Church — Missouri Synod of which we are a 
member. 


ART. XI — AMENDMENTS 


This Constitution may be changed and amended by a 
two-thirds vote of all voting pam present in two con- 
secutive meetings following the meeting in which such 
change or amendment is proposed. Written notice embody- 
ing such change or amendment shall be given with notices 
of the meetings at which the proposed change or amendment 
is to be acted upon. In no case, however, shall any change or 
amendment abrogating or conflicting with the confessions of 
this Congregation be adopted. 


Articles 4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, and 11 are hereby made un- 
alterable and irrevocable. 


All previous constitutions of the Congregation are hereby 
declared null and void. 


BY-LAWS 


Art. I — CoMMUNICANT MEMBERSHIP 
SECTION 1 — Eligibility 


A. Any person desiring to be received as a communicant 
member of this Congregation shall first give notice of his 
intention to the Pastor who shall determine whether such 
applicant has been baptized in the name of the Triune God 
and whether such applicant is familiar with and acknowl- 
edges as his own the doctrinal confessions of the Evangeli- 
cal Lutheran Church. 


B. If a candidate for communicant membership has been 
a communicant member of another Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, he shall submit a letter of transfer from such other 
Congregation. 


C. After the applicant has given satisfactory evidence of 
his eligibility in accordance with subdivisions “A” and “B”, 
his admission as a communicant member shall be recom. 
mended by the Pastor and the Church Council to the voting 
members at their next regular meeting. At such meeting 
the voting members, upon recommendation of the Pastor and 
the Church Council, shall act upon such application. 


SECTION 2 — Duties 


It shall be the duty of the members of the Congregation 
by faithful use of the Word and Sacraments to grow in 
Faith and Christian life; to provide for the proper Christian 
training of their children by instruction at home and through 
the agencies of the church; and to contribute toward the 
maintenance of the Congregation and the extension of the 
Kingdom of God at large according as God has prospered 
them. 


ArT. II — Votinc MEMBERSHIP 
SECTION 1 — Eligibility 


Any male communicant member of this Congregation who 
is at least 21 years of age may apply for admission into vot- 
ing membership. The applicant with the approval and 
recommendation of the Pastor and the Church Council may 
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be proposed for membership at any regular meeting of the 
voting members. If the proposed member is approved by 
the voting members, he shall sign the Constitution and By- 
Laws of the Congregation, and such signing shall confer 
upon him the rights and prerogatives of voting member- 
ship. He shall be given a copy of the Constitution. 


SECTION 2 — Duties 


A. It shall be the duty of voting members to attend 
regularly all the meetings of that body: to assist in admin- 
istering the spiritual and temporal affairs of the Congrega- 
tion with due diligence; and to hold official position when 
so elected. 


B. A voting member who has not attended a meeting of 
the Voters’ Assembly for two continuous full years without 
offering a valid excuse, shall be dropped from the voters 
ae However, he must be visited beac such action is 
taken. 


ARTICLE II] — MEETINGS OF THE VOTING MEMBERS 
SECTION 1 — Notice of Meetings 


A. The time and place of each regular meeting shall be 
made by announcement at all public services of the Con- 
gregation previous to such meeting. The voters shall meet 
quarterly on the Friday of the second full week of January, 
April, July and October. Should Holy Week intervene in 
April, the second quarterly meeting shall be held on the 
Friday following Easter. 


B. Special meetings may be called by the Church Coun- 
cil on its own motion with the knowledge of the Pastor or 
be called on the written request of at least six (6) quali- 
fied voters, and notice of the time, place, and purpose of a 
special meeting shall be made by announcement of such 
meeting at all public services of the Congregation on the 
Sunday previous to such meeting. In addition to such notice, 
written notice shall be given whenever time permits. 


SECTION 2 — Annual Meeting 


The annual corporate meeting of the Congregation shall 
be held the Friday of the second full week in October. 
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SECTION 3 — Quorum 
A quorum at any meeting of the voting members shall 
consist of at least twelve members, and any action shall be 
decided by a majority of the voting members present at such 
meeting. 
SECTION 4 — Order of Business 
1. Scripture Reading or Prayer 
Roll Call 
Reading of the minutes of previous meeting or meet- 
ings 
4. Reception of new members, signing of the Constitu- 
tion and granting of releases 
Report of Financial Secretary and Treasurer 
Report of Board and Committees 
Unfinished Business 
New Business 
Report of the Pastor 
10. Adjournment with prayer 
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SECTION 5 — “Roberts’ Rules of Order’ shall be ob- 
served insofar as they may be applicable and are not incon- 
sistent with Christian charity. 


ARTICLE IV — CALLING OF PASTOR OR TEACHER 


The election and calling of a Pastor or Teacher shall take 
place in the following manner: 


After consultation by the Church Council with the re- 
gional vice-president of the district, candidates for the 
Pastorate shall be proposed to the voting members at their 
next meeting or at a meeting especially called for that pur- 
pose. At such meeting, additional candidates may be pro- 
posed by the voting members. The voting members shall 
by ballot adopt a list of candidates, and such list shall be 
publicly announced at all public services of the Congre- 
gation on the successive Sundays. Thereafter, the voting 
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members, meeting in regular or special session, shall elect 
one of the proposed candidates by ballot and by a major- 
ity of those present at the meeting. The quorum at meet- 
ings dealing with divine call, both nomination and election, 
shall be two-thirds of the qualified voters. The candidate 
receiving the majority of all votes cast shall be considered 
elected = the Congregation. Final action on such election 
is to be unanimous. 


ARTICLE V — THE CHuRcH COUNCIL 


The Church Council shall consist of the President, Vice- 
President, Recording Secretary, Treasurer, Financial Secre- 
tary, Sunday School Superintendent, the Chairman of the 
Board of Elders and the Chairman of the Board of Trustees. 


The Pastor shall be ex-officio member of all boards and 
committees but he shall not be eligible for any elective 
office in the Congregation. 


It shall be the duty of the Church Council to hold at least 
one meeting prior to the regular Voters’ Assembly in order 
to consider and discuss all matters pertaining to the gen- 
eral welfare of the Congregation and to present recom- 
mendations to the Congregation. The Church Council shall 
act in matters committed to it by the Voters’ Assembly and, 
in cases of emergency, between congregation meetings. 


ARTICLE VI — TeRMs AND Duties OF OFFICERS 
SECTION 1 — Officers 


President and Vice-President 


The term of office of the President and of the Vice- 
President shall be one year. The President shall preside at 
all meetings of the Voters’ Assembly and Church Council. 
In his absence the Vice-President shall perform the duties 
of the office. In the event of a vacancy in the office of the 
President, the Vice-President shall succeed to the office of 
President for the remainder of the term. 


The President shall be an ex-officio member of all stand- 
ing committees. 


Recording Secretary 


The term of office of the Recording Secretary shall be 
one year. The Secretary shall keep accurate minutes of the 
meetings of the Voters’ Assembly and of the Council for 
the permanent records of the Congregation and shall per- 
form other duties in keeping with his office. 


Treasurer 


The term of office for the Treasurer shall be one year. 
He shall pay all bills authorized by the Congregation. He 
shall keep accurate records of the receipts and disburse 
ments of the Congregation in books which shall be and 
remain the property of the congregation. All of these books 
shall be audited annually, and a report of such audit shall 
be submitted to the Congregation. 


He shall submit a written report at each quarterly Coun- 
cil and Voters’ Assembly meeting. Such report shall show 
actual receipts and disbursements compared with budgeted 
amounts. 


Financial Secretary 


The term of office of the Financial Secretary shall be 
one year. 


It shall be his duty to receive, record in books kept for 
such purpose, and deposit in the Congregation’s designated 
depository, all congregational moneys, including offerings, 
contributions, special collections, loans, subsidies, bequests, 
etc. A report of all receipts shall be submitted to the 
Treasurer at regular intervals. 


The Financial Secretary shall prepare a written report for 
each quarterly meeting of the Voters’ Assembly and of the 
Council, and a semi-annual statement of contributions shall 
be submitted to each contributing member of the Congre- 
gation. 


The Congregation may elect as many assistants to the 
Financial Secretary as necessary. With the Financial Secre- 
tary they shall constitute the Board of Finance. All offer- 
ings shall be counted in the presence of at least two mem- 
bers of this board. 


The books and records of the Financial Secretary shall 
be audited annually. 


Board of Elders 


The Board of Elders shall consist of three members. 
Their term of office shall be three years. One-third of the 
Elders shall be elected each year. They shall organize 
annually and elect a chairman who shall represent them 
on the Council. If they cannot elect a chairman themselves, 
it will be the duty of the Church Council to elect a chair- 
man. 


They shall: 


1. Assist the Poe in all matters pertaining to the 
spiritual welfare of the Congregation; 

2. Consider complaints and grievances of members of 
the Congregation if Matt. 18:15, 16 has been fully ob- 
served, and they shall report to the Congregation those 
which cannot be otherwise adjusted, in accordance with 
Matt. 18:17, 18; 

3. Make every effort to induce members who have been 
negligent in their attendance of services, in the use of the 
Sacraments, and the financial support of the church, to amend 
their sinful ways and fully enjoy the rights and privileges 
of their membership; 

4. See to it that all services are conducted in such 
a manner as to avoid needless disturbance and to foster an 
attitude conducive to worship among those in attendance; 

5. Assist the pastor in arranging for pulpit assistance, 
special services, and guest speakers; 


6. Appoint and supervise ushers and the head usher; 


7. Prepare a list of candidates when the Congregation 
is to call a Pastor or Teacher; and 


8. Be an example of Christian conduct and conversa- 
tion. 
Board of Trustees 


The Board of Trustees shall consist of three members. 
Their term of office shall be three years. One-third of the 
Trustees shall be elected each year. They shall organize 
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annually and elect a chairman who shall represent them on 
the Council. If they cannot elect a chairman themselves, 
it will be the duty of the Church Council to elect a chair- 
man. 


1. All the properties of the Congregation shall be given 
in trust to the successive Trustees in such a manner that 
they manage the same solely in accordance with instructions 
given them by the Congregation, not according to their own 
wishes and judgment. They shall, in case of necessity, make 
disbursements for minor expenditures, and the Congrega- 
tion shall secure them against personal losses in such cases, 
and also when they act in accordance with express resolu- 
tions of the Congregation. Whenever the Trustees act 
without instructions and authority of the Congregation, and, 
in so doing, disburse a sum in excess of $100.00, (except 
in an emergency of our properties), for a single item, the 
Council and Congregation shall hold them personally respon- 
sible for such action. 

2. The hiring and firing of all paid personnel, with the 
exception of the Pastor and the teacher, shall also be the 
responsibility of the Trustees, with the approval of the 
Church Council. In hiring, the Trustees shall be allowed to 
set a salary not in excess of that set by the voting body. 


3. The Trustees shall be authorized to purchase all neces- 
sary, normal supplies for the Congregation. 


4. The Trustees shall be empowered to make contracts 
and sign documents not to exceed $100.00. 


5. The Trustees shall have the authority to have a lock- 
smith change the combination on the safe lock every year. 
SECTION 2 — Books of the Officers 


The books of the Recording Secretary, the Financial Sectre- 
tary, and the Treasurer shall be and remain the property of 
the Congregation. 


SECTION 3 — Elections 


At the October meeting of the voting members they shall 
elect the Church Council (Article V of By-Laws). At the 
regular July meeting of the voting members they shall elect 
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three (3) members who shall constitute a nominating com- 
mittee. The nominating committee shall nominate at least 
two members other than the incumbent members for each 
office to be filled and shall report such nominations to the 
voting members at the corporate meeting. At such meeting, 
additional candidates fay be nominated by the voting mem- 
bers. The list of candidates shall then be submitted for elec- 
tion by ballot. 


The election shall take place at the annual corporate 
meeting, shall be by secret Bait and shall be determined 
by plurality. The Recording Secretary and two (2) voting 
members appointed by the Chairman shall act as tellers. 


SECTION 4 — Meetings 
A. Regular Meetings 


The regular meetings of the Church Council shall be held 
on the Thursday preceding the voters’ quarterly meeting. 


B. Special Meetings 

Special meetings may be called by any two members, with 
the knowledge of the Pastor, by giving twenty-four (24) 
hours notice thereof personally or by mail to the other 
members of the Church Council. 


C. Quorum 


Two-thirds of the number of members of the Church 
Council shall constitute a quorum. 


D. Order of Business 


Scripture Reading or Prayer 
Reading of the Minutes 
Report of the Officers 
Report of the Committees 
Unfinished Business 

New Business 

Report of the Pastor 
Adjournment with Prayer 
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. Vacancies 


The Church Council shall have the power to fill any 
vacancy on the Church Council until the next annual meet- 
ing of the voting members. 
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ARTICLE VII — FINANCE COMMITTEE 


The Finance Committee shall be elected by the voters at 
the annual corporate meeting. The Committee shall assist 
the Financial Secretary as recorders in receiving and tabu- 
lating all contributions received by the Congregation. They 
shall: 


1. Promote and supervise the financial support of the 
Congregation; 

2. Prepare and present the annual budget and advise cn 
capital expenditures; 


3. Distribute the annual contribution envelopes and send 
all communicant members a statement of their envelope con 
tributions; 

4. Take charge of the contributions collected at the 
church services, account for them, and transmit them to the 
Treasurer for safekeeping; 


5. Plan long-range financial programs when necessary, 
plan and promote special appeals or collections, and in gen 
eral promote the stewardship of giving in the Congregation. 


6. The Financial Secretary and Treasurer shall be bonded. 


ARTICLE VIII — AuDITING COMMITTEE 


The Auditing Committee shall consist of at least two (2) 
members elected by the voters at the annual corporate meet- 
ing who shall audit the books of the Financial Secretary 
and the Treasurer at least once a year and make a report to 
the Congregation. 


ARTICLE IX — OTHER COMMITTEES 
Other Committees and Boards may be elected or appointed 
as the needs of the Congregation may require. 
ARTICLE X — DISCIPLINE 


1. All discipline in the Congregation shall be in accord- 
ance with the scriptural order of discipline as laid down in 
Matthew 18:15-20. 


2. When a member of the Congregation, after ineffectual 
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application of Matthew 18:15-20, where such order is feas- 
ible, be excommunicated or by evasion of discipline excludes 
himself, such member thereby forfeits all rights and preroga- 
tives of church membership. The Congregation may at any 
meeting by a unanimous vote excommunicate an erring mem- 
ber who has been fruitlessly admonished according to Matthew 
18:15-20. Such forfeiture shall be duly noted in the min- 
utes of the voting members. Any officer of the Congrega- 
tion who neglects his office may be deposed by a two-thirds 
vote of the voting members. In such case, and in cases 
where an office is made vacant by death, excommunication 
or forfeiture of the incumbent, a successor to such office 
shall be filled by the Church Council until the next annual 
meeting of the Voters’ Assembly. 
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3. Sufficient cause for deposing a Pastor or Teacher shall 
be persistent adherence to false doctrine, scandalous life or 
willful neglect of official duties. 


4. A person who has been excommunicated, or has for- 
feited his membership through self-exclusion, may, upon 
proper evidence of repentance, be received into communi- 
cant membership by a unanimous vote of the voting members 
present at the Voters’ Assembly. 


ARTICLE XI — AMENDMENTS 


By-Laws may be adopted or amended by a two-thirds vote 
of the qualified voting members present at any regular meet- 
ing, after written notice embodying such By-Laws or Amend- 
ments has been openly given at a previous meeting and also 
in the notices of the meeting at which the proposed By- 
Laws or Amendments are to be acted upon. 
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CONSTITUTION 


Preamble: 

Whereas the Holy Scriptures, I Corinthians 14:40, admonishes us 
to do all things decently and in order, therefore, we, the under- 
signed do hereby adopt this constitution and determine the discipline 
and the rules according to which our congregational affairs, spiritual 
and material, shall be conducted. 


ART.” I --" NAME 


The name of this Congregation shall be St. John's Lutheran Church of 
Westfield, Massachusetts. 


ART. II -- CONFESSION 


This Congregation holds all the canonical books of the Old and 
New Testaments to be the inspired Word of God and the sole rule of 
faith and life. It accepts all the Symbolical Books of the Evangeli- 
cal Lutheran Church contained in the Book of Concord of the year 
1580 viz., The Ecumenical Creeds: (The Apostolic, the Nicene and the 
Athanasian); the Unaltered Augsburg Confession of 1580; the Apology 
of the Augsburg Confession; the Catechisms of Luther; the Smalcald 
Articles and the Formula of Concord, all in full accord with the 
Holy Scriptures. 

Accordingly a doctrine which conflicts with or sets aside 
the foregoing norm of doctrine shall not be taught or tolerated in 
this Congregation. 


ART fit —-— MEMBERSHIPS 


A. Communicant Membership 
Only such persons shall be communicant members of the Congrega- 
tion who have: 
1. Been Baptized in the name of the Triune God; 
2. Declared their acceptance of and adherence to the 
Bible as God's Word; and 
3. While they may be deficit in knowledge of the Sym- 
bolical Books mentioned in Article 2, even of the 
Unaltered Augsburg Confession, are at least familiar 
with Dr. Martin Luther's Small Catechism, and declare 
their acceptance of it; 
4. Been accepted into communicant membership in accordance 
with the By-Laws of this congregation; and 
5. Permit themselves to be fraternally admonished when 
they have erred or offended. 


B. Proposals for Membership 

Proposals for membership, whether by confirmation, confession of 
faith or transfer shall be made by the Pastor at the subsequent 
Director's Meeting. 


C. Voting Membership 

Only the communicant members who have attained the age of 18 
years shall be eligible for, and be received into, voting membership 
in accordance with the By-Laws of this Congregation. 


ART. IV -- PASTORAL AND TEACHING OFFICERS 


The Pastoral office in this Congregation shall be conferred only 
upon such ministers or candidates for the reverend ministry who 
profess acceptance of, and pledge faithful adherence to, the confes- 
sion of this Congregation as set forth in Article 2. Those called to 
the teaching office in this €ongregation shall likewise conform with 
this requirement. The right of calling pastors and teachers shall 
ever be vested in the Congregation and shall never be delegated to a 
smaller body of members or to an individual. 
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ART. V -- POWERS OF THE CONGREGATION 


A. General 
The congregation as a body, through the Board of Directors 


shall have the supreme power to administer and manage all its ex- 
ternal and internal affairs The establishment and conduct of all 
institutions and societies within the congregation, such as the 
Sunday School, youth societies, ladies’ organizations, choir, etc., 
shall at all times be subject to the approval and supervision of 

the congregation. The congregation, however, shall not be empowered 
to decide anything contrary to the Word of God and the Confessions 
of the Lutheran Church (Article II), and any such decision shall be 
null and void. 


B. Right of calling 
The right of calling pastors or teachers shall be vested in 


the congregation and shall never be delegated to a smaller body or 
to an individual. 


C. Decisions 
Matters of doctrine and conscience shall be decided by the 


word of God; other matters shall be decided by the Board of Directors 
by a majority vote unless otherwise specified by the Constitution 


and Bylaws. 


D. Powers of Officers 

Congregational officers elected by the congregation or commit- 
tees appointed by the Board of Directors shall have no authority 
beyond that which has been conferred upon them, and whatever power 
may have been delegated to them may at any time be altered or re- 
voked by the Board of Directors. 


E. Removal from Office 

Any officer, pastor, or teacher may be removed from office by 
the congregation, by ballot, in Christian and lawful order, for one 
of the following causes: persistent adherence to false doctrine, 
scandalous life, and inability to perform his official duties or 
willful neglect of them. 


ARTI. ObnLCERS 


The officers of this congregation shall be such officers, boards or 
committees as the Bylaws of this congregation may prescribe. 


ART. VII -- RIGHT TO PROPERTY IN CASE OF SCHISM 


' If at any time a separation shall take place in this Congrega- 
tion, the real and personal property of the Congregation, its 
revenues and all rights and benefits therewith connected, shall be 
vested in those members who adhere to Article 2 and Article 3 of 
the constitution. In the event of dissolution of the Congregation, 
all assets and property of the Congregation become the property of 
the District of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod of which we 
are a member. 


ART. VIII -- SYNODICAL AFFILIATION 


This Congregation shall be affiliated with the Lutheran Church-- 
Missouri Synod so long as the confessions and the constitution of 
said Synod are in accord with the confessions and the constitution 
of this Congregation, as laid down in Article 2. 

This Congregation shall to the best of its ability collaborate 
with such Synod and assist it in effecting all sound measures in- 
tended for the building up of the Kingdom of God. 
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ART. IX -- AMENDMENTS 


This Constitution may be changed and amended by a two-thirds 
vote of all voting members present in two consecutive meetings fol- 
lowing the meeting in which such change or amendment is proposed. 
Written notice embodying such change or amendment shall be given 
with notices of the meetings at which the proposed change or amend- 
ment is to be acted upon. In no case, however, shall any change or 


amendment abrogating or conflicting with the confessions of this 
Congregation be adopted. 
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A, and 10 are hereby made unalterabic 
and irrevocable. 


All previous constitutions of the Congregation are hereby de- 
clared null and void. 


ART. X -- ORGANIZATION WITHIN THE CONGREGATION 


All organizations within the Congregation which influence its 
welfare shall be promoted, established, and maintained, with the 
consent of the Board of Directors and remain under its control. 
The supervision and guidance of such organizations shall be the 
responsibility of the Pastor and the Board of Directors. 


Ee-LAWS 


Art. I -- MEMBERSHIP 
Section 1 - Eligibility 


A. Any person desiring to be received as a communicant member 
of this Congregation shall first give notice of his intention to the 
Pastor who shall determine whether such applicant has been baptized 
in the name of the Triune God and whether such applicant is familiar 
with and acknowledges as his own the doctrinal confessions of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church. 


B. If a candidate for communicant membership has been 2 commun? 


cant member of another Evangelical Lutheran Church, he shall submit 4 
letter of transfer from such other Congregation. 


Cc. After the applicant has given satisfactory evidence of his 
eligibility in accordance with subdivisions "A" and "3", his admission 
as a communicant member shall be recommended by the Pastor to the Boer 
of Directors at their next regular meeting. At such meeting the Board 
upon recommendation of the Pastor shall act upon such application. 


Section 2 - Duties 


It shall be the duty of the members of the Congregation by faith- 
ful use of the Word and Sacraments to grow in Faith and Christian 
life; to provide for the proper Christian training of their children 
by instruction at home and through the agencies of the church; and to 
contribute toward the maintenance of the Congregation and the exten- 
sion of the Kingdom of God at large according as God has prospered 
them. 


B. Termination of Membership 
1. Communicant Membership 


a. Communicant members desiring to join a congregation in 
church fellowship shall present their request for transfer to the 
pastor and chief elder, to whom authorization is granted to issue 
such transfers. Such transfer of membership shall be approved by the 
Board of Directors in subsequent meeting. 


b. Joining other Churches 
In cases where communicant members have joined another 
congregation outside ovr own fellowship, they shall, upon the recom- 
mendation of pastor and chief elder, be considered such as have ter- 
minated their membership, and their names shall be removed from the 
membership list by a resolution of the Board of Directors. 


Cc. Whereabouts Unknown 


The names of members whose whereabouts are unknown and can- 
not be established shall be removed by the Board of Directors, and 
forthwith such membership is terminated. 


Art.. II - DISCIPLINE 


1. All disciples in the Congregation shall be in accordance 
with the scriptural order of discipline as laid down in Matthew 18: 
15-20. 

2. When a member of the Congregation, after innefectual appli- 
cation of Matthew 18:15-20, where such order is feasible, be excom- 
municanted or by evasion of discipline excludes himself, such member 
thereby forfeits all rights and prerogatives of church membership. 
The Congregation may at eny meeting by = unanimous vote excommunicate 
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an erring member who has been fruitlessly admonished according to 
Matthew 18:15-20. Such forfeiture shall be duly noted in the minutes 
of the voting members. Any officer of the Congregation who neglects 
his office may be deposed by a two-thirds vote of the voting members. 
In such case, and in cases where an office is made vacant by death, 
excommunication or forfeiture of the incumbent, a successor to such 
office shall be filled by the Board of Directors until the next 
annual meeting of the Voters' Assémbly. 

3. Sufficient cause for deposing a Pastor or Teacher shall be 
persistent adherence to false doctrine, scandalous life or willful. 
neglect of official duties. 

4. A person who has been excommunicated, or has forfeited his 
menwbership through self-exclusion, may, upon proper evidence of re- 
pentance, be received into communicant membership by a unanimous vote 
of the voting members present at the Voters' Assembly. 


Art. III - Meetings 


A. Regular meetings of the Working Committees shall be held monthly - 
at a time specified by the respective director. The Board of 


Directors shall meet at 8:00 p.m. on the first Wednesday of each 
month, 


B. The election meeting of the newly elected Board of Directors 


shall be held on a specially designated date in November of each 
year. 


C. Special meetings of the Board of Directors may be called by the 
president at the request of three (3) Directors.after due notice 
having been given to the pastor. ; 


D. The President shall be empowered to call a special meeting of the 
entire congregation at any time. The October election meeting 
shall constitute the annual meeting of the congregation (see 

: Chapter V of these bylaws). 


E. Every Board of Directors Meeting shall be announced (by word or 
in the bulletin) at a Sunday service prior to it. Whenever a 
meeting has been thus announced, and at least one-half. of the 
voting members of the Board of Directors,, or a quorum, are in 
attendance, it shall be considered a properly convened and legal 
meeting capable of transacting business. However, for amending 
the articles of Incorporation, the Constitution, and Bylaws, the 
erection of buildings, the purchase or sale of property or the 
removal of a pastor or teacher or some other member from office, 
a quorum of two-thirds of the directors is necessery, and a two- 
thirds majority shall be. ‘required for adoption of such a resolu- 
tion, unless otherwise provided by state law. 


Art. IV - CALLING OF PASTORS AND, TEACHERS 
A. NOMINATIONS 


The Board of Directors shall serve-as a nominating. committee. 
They shall secure a list of candidates with all available information 
concerning them from the District: President. Any member of the con- 
gregation may submit the name of a candidate through any member of the 
Board of Directors. The Board | of Directors shall then secure all in- 
formation possible concerning the additional nominees through ac= 
cepted Synodical channels. This then becomes the officiadl’call list 
from which the Paster-elect is selected. : 


‘— 
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B. ELECTIONS 


The election of a Pastor from the list of candidates chosen by 
the Board of Directors shall be by ballot in a special meeting of the 
congregation called by the president. The candidate receiving a two- 
thirds majority of all votes cast shall be considered elected. cant 
election shall, if possible, be made unanimous by a rising vote, an 
the call shall be sent to the pastor or teacher elect. The call shall 
be signed by the vacancy pastor, the president of the Board of Direc- 
tors, the secretary and the chief elder. 


Art. V - ELECTION OF CONGREGATION DIRECTORS 
The Board of Directors shall consist of twelve members, over the age 
ef 21, each of whom shall serve a two-year term and may not succeed 
himself as a director. One-half of the Board shall be replaced by 
election each year. To initiate the program, six directors shall 
be elected for a two-year term and the other six for a one-year term. 


The elections shall be held in the month of October. The current 

Board of Directors shall draw a list of all eligible members in the 
congregation who are willing to serve and submit it to all communicants 
after each service the second Sunday of October, with instructions that 
each communicant shall mark six names. The names of the six members 
receiving the greatest number of votes shall be publicized in the 
bulletin on the third Sunday of Octnber, after they have been approache: 
by the current Board of Directors to ascertain both their ability and 
their willingness to carry out the functions of a director. 


Art. VI - ORGANIZATION OF CONGREGATIONAL DIRECTORS 


The twelve members to make up the Board of Directors for the 
ceming year will hold a special organizational meeting in the month 
of November at which the pastor will preside, for the purpose of de- 
termining which position on the Board each member will hold. The 
twelve positions are: 1) President, who will also serve as an Elder; 
2) Vice-President, whe will also serve as an Elder; 3) Secretary, 

4) Treasurer; 5) Financial Secretary; 6) Chief Elder; 7) Properties 
Director; 8) Evangelism Director; 9) Education Director; 10) Steward- 
ship Director; 11) Social Welfare Director; 12) Auxiliary Organiza- 
tions Director. 


Art. VII - CONGREGATIONAL WORKING COMMITTEES 


When official positions have been designated, those directors 
reguiring assistance in fulfilling their congregational duties (i.e. 
all directors except the President, Vice-President, and secretary) 
will scan the Congregational Membership Directory for likely candi- 
dates, both men and women to serve on their WORKING COMMITTEES. At 
a special meeting of the new Board of Directors in the month of 
December, called by the new president, these names shall be studied 
and the WORKING COMMITTEES drawn up, with the understanding that no 
person, man or woman, be allowed to serve on more than one committee 
at one time if possible. The functioning of each WORKING COMMITTEE 
shall be under the jurisdiction of the respective director, who shall 
select the times of meeting, keep all necessary records, and represent 
the interests of his committee at the Board of Directors meetings. 


Art. VIII - TERMS AND DUTIES OF OFFICERS 
A. PRESIDENT 
The president shall preside at all meetings of the Board ef 


Directors and shall be an elder and an ex-officio member of all com- 
mittees. 
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In event of a vacancy in the office of President, the Vice- 
President shall succeed to the office of President for the remainder 
of the term. The Vice-President shall serve as Parlimentarian and 
as an Elder, 


B. VICE-PRESIDENT 


C. TREASURER 


The term of office for the Treasurer shall be two (2) years. 
He shall pay all bills authorized by the congregation. He shall 
keep accurate records of the receipts and disbursements of the con- 
gregation in books which shall be and remain the property of the 
congregation. All of these books shall be audited annually and a 
report of such audit shall be submitted to the directors and to the 
annual corporate meeting. 


He shall submit a written report at each quarterly directors' 
meeting. Such report shall show actual’ receipts and disbursements 
compared with budgeted items. 


D. FINANCIAL SECRETARY ._ 


The term of office of the Financial Secretary shall be two (2) 
years. It shall be the Financial Secretary's duty to receive, 
record in books kept for such purpose and deposit in the Congrega- 
tion's designated depository, all congregational moneys, including 
offerings, contributions, special collections, loans, subsidies, 
bequests, etc. A report of all receipts shall be submitted to the 
Treasurer weekly. 


It shall be the duty of the Financial Secretary to prepare a 
written report at each regular directors' meeting and a statement 
of contributions shall be submitted to each contributing member 
of the congregation. 


The directors shall appoint as many assistants to the Financial 
Secretary as necessary. 


All offerings shall be counted in the presence of at least 
three other members. 


The books of the Financial Secretary shall be audited annually. 
E. CHIEF ELDER 
The Chief Elder, President, and Vice-President shall: 


1. Assist the pastor in all matters pertaining to the spiritual 
welfare of the congregation. 


2. Consider complaints and grievances of members of the congre- 
gation if Matt. 18:15-16 has been fully observed, and they 
shall report to the Board of Directors those which cannot 
be otherwise adjusted, in accordance with Matt. 18:17=-18. 


3. Make every effort to induce members who have been negligent 
in their attendance at services, in the use of the Sacra- 
ments, and the financial suppert of the church, to amend 
their sinful ways and fully enjoy the rights and privileges 
of their membership. 


4. See to it that all services ere conducted in such a manner 
as to avoid needless disturbance and to foster an attitude 
conductive to worship among those in attendance. 
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5. Assist the pastor in éerranging for. pulpit assistance, music, 
special services, and guest speakers. 


6. Appoint the head usher, end assist in supervising ushers. 
7. Be an example of Christian conduct and conversation. 


8. Appoint such assistants as deemed necessary to carry out the 
duties of the #lder, such duties to exclude those matters 
contained in Paragraph 2 above. 


F, SECRETARY 


The Secretery shall keep accurate minutes of the meetings of the 
Board of Directors for the permanent records of the congregation and 
shall perform such other duties in keeping with his office. 


G. PROPERTY DIRECTOR 


It shall be the duty of the Property Director to administer all 
property belonging to the congregation; to negotiate contracts; ac- 
cept and receive grants and bequests of property; sign documents; 
appear in court; in short to transact all the business of the congre- 
gation assigned to him by the Board of Directors. The Property 
Director shall appoint a committee, subject to the approval of the 
Board of Directors, to assist in the accomplishment of these duties. 
The Property Director, the President of the congregation, and the 
secretary shall be duly authorized to sign all documents pertinent 
to the purchase or sale of any property of the congregation up to 
$200.00 except in emergency. 

The employing and termineting of all paid personnel, with the 
exception of the Pastor, shall also be the responsibility of the 
Property Director with the approval of the Board of Directors: 9 in 
hiring, the Property Director shall. be allowed to set a salary not 
in excess of that set by the voting body. 


H. EVANGELISM DTRECTOR 
It shall ke the duty of the &vangelism Director to: 


Plan, promote, and carry out an evangelism program in the 
congregation, and in the community. 

Plan and supervise religious surveys of the community. 

Arrange for the maintenance of record files in order to keep 
an evangelism program active. 

Enlist aid in visiting prospective members of the church. 

Assist the pastor in training the laity to bring the un- 
churched to the bascor's instruction classes. 

Integrate new members into the life and work of the church. 


The Evangelism Director shall appoint a committee, subject to 
the approvel of the Board of Directors, to assist in the accomplish- 
ment of these duties, 


I. EDUCATICN DIRECTOR 


The Director shall: 

1. Foster spiritual growth in the life of the individual 
Christian. 

2. Strengthen the Christian home and help eouip parents, 
children, and young people for Christian and family living. 

3. Provide learning opportunities for all age levels; pre- 
school, school age, youth, adult and older adults. 

4. S&ncourage the congregation to set up agencies and organi- 
zations to help the parish best perform its educational 
task for specific age levels; namely, the Sunday School 
(from Nursery department to Bible class) 
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5. Appoint Sunday School Officers, and obtain qualified Sunday 
School Teachers after consultation with the Pastor. 

6. Set up adequate objectives: for every age level, and educa- 
tional agency, embracing training in Christian knowledge, 
in Christian attitudes, in Christian skills, such as Bible 
use, witnessing, prayer, family living. 

7. Select curricula so that objectives for each agency and 
age level can be achieved. The curriculum shall be 
Christian, comprehensive, balanced and functional. The 
Director shall select proper teaching texts and other 
educational materials subject to the approval of the Boara 
of Directors. The Board shall abide by all rules and regiu~ 
lations of the State of Massachusetts governing schools. 

8. Give attention to enrollment, attendance of pupils, and 
expansion program, evangelism, personal development, and 
soul keeping. 

9. Develop a teacher training and leadership education pro- 
gram adequate to the needs of the congregation, present 
and future. 

10. Bring to the attention of the Board of Directors the needs 
of facilities and equipment for all educational agencies. 

ll. See that all phases of Christian education are properly © 
financed. 

12. Review and appraise all education, and plan for improve- 
ment on the basis of such regular appraisals. 

The Educational Director shall appoint a committee, subject to 
the approval of the Board of Directors, to assist in the accomplish- 
ment of these duties. 


J. STEWARDSHIP DIRECTOR 
It shall be the duty of the Stewardship Director to: 


a. Discover the talents of the membership and enlist them — 
in the congregational program. 

b. Assist in training lay workers. 

¢. Spenser stewardeiip and mission talks, discussions, con- 
fersincec, plays, movies, pageants, etc., in the congre- 

aiwon ianid vkts voxcet zations: 

a. Work in close cocpershion with the circuit and District 
Stewardship committees, and encourage larger attendance 
at circuit meetisaecs. 

e. Fully infome the menbexs of their local congregation's 

; preqsam and spportunisc.es to Lengthen their outreach 
into 222 the world through District and Synod. 

f£. Give the congregaticn a clear vision of the world's 


2 Reor Chsisciand heinyshey ceruwsupply that need. 
g. ingisw.t the people in the vracte of proportionate giving 


9 God's work: in their cwn parish and in the world. 
h. wrepare the ennual proposed budget for submission at the 
Movember Roard of Directors meeting. 
i. Supervise the raising of all funds on a congregational 
level. 


K. SOCIAL WeLeARD OLFRECTOR 


1. The Social Welfare Director shall study the needs of indivi- 
duals in the congregation, of the aqed, of the sick, and of the poor. 
He shall bring these needs to the Board of Dixrecrors with reconmenda- 
tions for aztion. 

2. He shail bring to the attention of the congrecation, through 
the Board of Directors, the welfare agencies being conducted by the 
church and sclicit support for them. 

3. He shell report on the social needs of the communius. and 
solicit congregational cooperation with other agencies in the com- 
munity endeavoring to meet these needs. 
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The Social Welfare Director shall appoint a committee, subject 
to the approval of the Board of Directors, to assist in the accomplish- 


ment of these duties. 


L. AUXILIARY ORGANIZATION DIRECTOR 


rdinator 


The Auxiliary Organization Director shall act as a co-o 
Recreation 


and advisor for the Walther League, Ladies Aid, Boy Scouts, 
and Social Club, L.L.L. Representative or any new groups or auxiliary 
organizations which may be formed. It shall be his duty to appoint 
a committee composed of one member from each of the auxiliary organi- 
zations and to act as liaison between the organizations and the Boara 
of Directors for the purpose of apprising the Board of Directors of 
the needs of each auxiliary organization. 


M. CONGREGATIONAL PLANNING DIRECTOR 
It shall be the duty of the Congregational Planning Director to: 
1. Promote, project and facilitate all future building pro- 
grams of the congregation. 


2. Represent, co-ordinate and plan all programs designed to 
present the best image of the Lutheran Church in the com- 


munity. 
3. Handle and supervise all publicity for the congregation. 
4. Appoint delegates as our representatives on the F.O.L.C. 
CHANGES IN REGULATIONS 
The Board of Directors may, from time to time, adopt, alter, or amend 
rules and regulations for the guidance of officers and committees in 
their work. 


Art. IX - ORDER OF BUSINESS 


The following shall be the order of business for the regular meeting 
of the Board of Directors: 


1. Devotion 

Zee ROtaCaleh 

3. Reeding of Minutes 
4. Reports of Directors 
5. Unfinished Business 
6. New Business 

7. Adjournment 


8. Prayer 
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